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combo's) duty was ended when he sub-
mnitted this clause, and any responsibility
for the results of its rejection would lie
on hon. members.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
were a. number of cases of eczema and
other skin diseases which might be mis-
taken for leprosy, and it would be a, ter-
rible thing to lay an information against
a victim of such diseases, and make him
undergo the ordeal.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: And make him
an outcast for ever.

New clause put, and declared negative&
Box. F. WHITCOMBE called for a divi-

sion.
Tnm CHAIRMAN: There, was only

one voice for the ayes, and the hon. mem-
ber could not call for a division.

On the motion of the COLONIAL SECaE-
TRaY, progress was reported, and leave
given to sit again.

ADJOURNMBNT.
The House adjourned at 9.15 p.m. until

the next day.

3jqgislatxbe stmfi
Wednesday, 28th September, 1898.

Paper presented-Question: Supreme Coui
Counsel and his relation to a Judge-Deat
of the Premier of Qeensnd: MotionI
Synipatby-Offi cil Receiver in Ban)
rupit, Joint Conmmittee: Motion to E3
tend ifme-Public, Education Bill, Legi:
lative Council's Amendments-Local IT
scribed Stock Act Amendment Bill, thir
reading-Official Receiver in Baakruptcj
Joint Committee: 'Motion to Enlarg
Powers; Notice of Motion for Correspor
deuce-Motion for P'apers: Sub-Accountar
of Works Department, Dismisal-Motion
Rebate on Dutiable, Articles (Potatoes)-
Motion: Penal System and CommissionI
Inquiry ; to Disapprove Appointments-
Department of Mines :Policy and Ad
ministration-Motion: Esperance-Nore
man Railway,' to Construct by Prinat
Enterprise ; Division (negatived) - AM
journinent.

The SPEAKER took the chair at 4.31

o'clock, p.m.

PRAYE RS.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER: Acclimantisation Corn

mittee, Report.
Ordered to Lie on the table.

QUESTION: SUPREME COuRT OOUN8EI
AND HIS RELATION1 TO A JUDGE.
MR. LYALL HALL asked the Attorie

General if he knew whether Mr. Hens
mani, the junior counsel in the case o
Noyes v. Haywood and Sons, was any re
lation of the judge before whom the, eas
was tried.

Thxb ATTYORNEY GENERAL (Hon
R. W. Pennefather) replied: Yes.

DEATH OF THE PREMIER OF QUEENS
LAND : MOTION OP SYMPATHY.

MII PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J
Forrest): Before we proceed with th,
business of the day, I have a sad duti
to perform, for I have to ask the Hous,
to agree to a resolution expressing on
sorrow at the untimely death of the Prim'
Mlinister of Queensland, and also askin
this House to express to the Parlisinen
and people of Queensland our sympathi
with the members of that Parliament ix
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the sad loss they have sustained. The
death of my friend Air. Byrne, who was
Premier of Queensland, has come as a
shock to all of us, being so very unex-
pected and so untimely. He was but a
young man, not having reached the age
of 40 years; and he had a, great career
of usefulness before him He had at-
tained a high position in Queensland,
while quite a young man, owing no
doubt to his brilliant university career;
and I feel quite sure that his early death,
so unexpected, will not only be a loss to
the colony of Queensland, but also a loss
to the whole of Australia, I had the
pleasure of a personal acquaintance with
the late Mr. Byrnes, and I am sure that
I express my Own feelings and the feel-
ings of all those who had the privilege
of his friendship, when I say that not
only will we mourn his loss, but we also
feel that Australia has sustained a great
loss in his early death. I beg to move
that--

We, the members of the Legislative As-
sembly of Western Australia in Parliament Be-
aembled, having learnt with sorrow of the un-
timely death of the Honourable T. J. Byrnes,
Prime Minister of Queensland, desire to expres
to the Parliament and people of that colony
our sympathy with them in the sad loss they
have sustained.
I intend to move also, if this motion be'
assented to by this House, that a mes-
sage of sympathy be telegraphed by
the hon. the Speaker of this House, to
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
of Queensland.

MR. LEAKE (Albany): I second the
motion, and I amn sure that, much as we
all regret the circumstance, no member
of this House will raise his voice against
the passage of this motion, which in
itself is one of sympathy and kindly feel-
ing, and show; at any rate, that we on
this side of the continent are able to ap-
preciate, either the pleasures or the disas-
ters which which may befall or happen
to our neighbours. I believe the Premier of
Queensland has been cut off at a time
when he was full of physical and intellec-
tual vigour; a man who had the respect
of his fellow colonists; and although not
personally known to myself, I with other
members have known of his reputation,
which has always been one of the very
highest An Australian born, I be-
lieve-ilE PREMER: Hear, hear]--he

will be mourned by Australia, and more
especially by his fellow-colonists in
Queensland. It is a sad duty for us to
perform, but we do it with a full sense
of the sorrow and anxiety which we may
be sure this event has caused to our
neighbours in Queensland. I second the
motion.

Question put and passed.
THE PREMIER: I beg to move "That

this message of sympathy be telegraphed
by the lion. the Speaker to the Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly of Queens-
land."

MR. LEAKS: I second the motion.
Question put and passed.

OFFICIAL RBEEVER, IN BANKRUPTCY,
JOINT COMMITTEE.

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME.

Mat. KENNY (North Murchison) moved
that the time for bringing up the report
of the Joint Select Committee be ex-
tended for one week.

Ma. WALTER JA2MS (East Perth):
Before that motion is put, I would like to
point out what appears to me to be an
injustice which is being inflicted upon the
Official Receiver, by reason, it may be, of
the limitations imposed by our Standing
Orders regulating the procedure of Seleot
Committees. There is no doubt that this
motion, ostensibly for inquiring into the
working of the Official Receiver's depart-
mient, is intended to be a. sort of corn-
niittee sitting in judgment on the Official
Receiver himself; and remarks are going
about, which may be unfounded, that the
report of the Committee, when presented,
will be directed more aqainst the effi-
ciency of that officer than it will refer to
the efficiency or otherwise of the adminis-
tration of the department. It does seem
to mne a great pity, with reference to an
inquiry that takes this complexion, that
there should not be ample power and
ample right given to a man wbo is being
tried, and is having charges brought
against him behind his back, to be pre-
sent and to cross-examine witnesses. It
does not accord with my sense of justice
that in this case men should go behind a
man's back and make charges, good, bad,
or indifferent, without his having the
right to be present and hear what is said,
or to read the report of their evidence. A
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mian should have a, right to be called, and
to have his statements heard in connec-
tion with these matters, I think men-
bers of the House will realise that when
a man is able to cross-examine witnesses
who testify against him, and to ask them
questions in relation to various matteNt
they bring up, he occupies a very different
position from that which he occupies if
he is merely allowed to be present sub,-
sequently, and is told that this, that, or
something else was stated. These at
partO statements, by people who know
they are not to be cross-examined, should
not be allowed to be made and to sink
into the minds of the Committee until,
at some later day, the person charged
has an opportunity of meeting them. If
the Joint Committee carried out the real
object, and simply inquired into the work-
ing of the Baonrptcy Department, I sup-
pose the ordinary procedure of & Select
Committee would meet the case; but I
oertainly had no idea, when the motion
for this inquiry, was first brought forward,
that it was too be used as an engine to
work a personal attack against the Offi-
cial Receiver or any other individual. For
that reason I shall object to the extension
now sought. Not only has the Official
Receiver been refused the right to at-
tend the sittings to cross-examine, and
not only has he been refused the right
to ha-ve a copy of the evidence adduced,
but they actually refused him the right
to call witnesses. It is simply a mere
mnatter which rests in the discretion of
those conducting the inquiry; and it does
seem to me that it is not fair; and it cer-
tainly does not satisfy my sense of fair-
play. Whether the Official Receiver
should or should not have his dealings in-
quired into by a Select Committee is am,
other question; but the Select Com-
mittee are appointed for the purpose of in-
quiring into the administration of the
department, and I think they should
limit their inquiries to the working of the
department, and not extend them to the
shortcomings of a particular official. We
know dozens of men who would not make
charges to a man's face which they may
make when they go before a cenunittee,
and who will report idle tittle-ta-ttle. If
they can be cross-examined, not only are
they more careful in what they say, but
in a great many instances you can con

vict them on the spot before the wrong is
done. I think the Committee have gone
beyond their power, and they ought to
realise that justice should be done to a
man who is charged in this manner. As
I say, I certainly had no idea that this
Select Committee was going to be used in
this manner. If an official does wrong,
and he is subject to the Attorney Gene-
ral's authority, or that of anyone else,
such authority can dismiss him or deal
with him as he should be dealt with. But
it does seem unfair that a man should
have charges brought against him, and
have no opportunity of refuting them.

Tun Panasa: After all, the Commnittee
cannot do anythi!.g. They can only re-
port to the Houst:

MR. JAMES: I realise that, thoroughly.
But if you allow me to report about the
conduct of any individual, I can bring
tw a report to be either one thing or the
other, because I select the evidence, and
the individual has no chance of speaking.
I think the Premier will realise the truth
of what I say. If you aflow charges to
be, made behind a man's back, Ehiere will
be charges. which never would be made
before his face.

THE PunfinaR: They are not charges.
They are statements in answer to ques-
tions.

MR. JAMES: We will call them answers
to questions; but there -will he answers
which would not be given if a man were
present at the inquiry. Any man, who
baa had experience as a lawyer, will know
what a. different complexion cross-exami-
notion places, even upon the statements
of men perfectly honest and sincere. The
report of the Committee will be brought
up, and it will he founded upon evidence
given behind the back of a man who has
had no chance of defending himself. I
do not care who the Official Receiver is;
he, ought to have fair play.

Tim SPEAKER: ImaysaythatIhave
ha-d an official communication from the
Official Receiver, asking me to exercise
my authority as Speaker in requesting
the Select Committee to hear him; and
I have been obliged to reply that I have
no authority over the proceedings of Se-
lect Committees, but I pointed out to him
that, acording to May's "Parliamentary
Practice," he can petition this House to
order that he mnay be heard either by him-

Alleged Injtwtive.[ASSEMBLY,]
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self or counsel, and cross-examine wit-
nesses. I have advised him that if he
wishes to do so, he should put himself
into communication with an hion. mem-
ber, for that member to present such a
petition end make such a motion.

MR. KENNY (in reply): I can hardly
understand where the member for
East Perth (Mr. James) has gained his
information. As one who moved in this
mnatter, and as a, member of the Joint
Commuittee, L ufin assure the House that
0;1A membe~r ict- East Perth is not car-
r-ct in his stat&6! i ts. In the first place,
such an application as he refers to was
made, and according to the Standing
Orders the Committee have no power to
permit what Mr. Wainscot asked for, On
the other band, we have laid it, down at
the examnination that no witness shall
be aked questions except on matters
which are of such a nature as they can
give direct evidence on. We accept no
hearsay evidence of any sort or kind. In
regard to the Official Receiver not hav-
ing an opportunity to reply, the Chair-
man of the Committee (Hon. R. S.
Haynes) informed him that, wh en the evi-
dence was printed, he would be supplied
with a copy of it; also that he would
be called and interrogated, and permit-
ted to make his defence. I think that is
a very different view of the subject from
wvhat the member for East Perth would
lead one to expect.

MR. JAmns: That is not in the cor-es-
pondence.

MR. KENNfY: What correapondencel
MR. JAMES: It is not in the correspon-

dence, between him and the. chairman,
that he shall have a printed copy of the
evidence.

MB. KENNY: I do not know what isa
in the correspondence. I may remind
the House that the Committee is formed
of five members of this honourable Cham-
ber, and five members of another House;
and I venture to suggest that those
ten gentlemen possess as high a sense of
justice, as high a. sense of what is correct
and right, and as high a sense of what is
due to the Official Receiver and his de-
partmnent, as does the member for East
Pert It will be quite time enough, to
pass such strictures or suggestive re-
marks in regard to the mode of procedure
Vf that Committee when there is stronger

evidence before the member for East
Perth, and before this House, than exists
at present.

MR. ILLINGWORTH (Central Murchi-
son): My view is that an inquiry by a
Select Committee is not a formal trial. A
Select Committee is not a body before
which a man is placed on trial; but the
inquiry is by members of the Committee,
in this case comprising members of both
Houses of Parliament, and it certainly is
not desirable that we should turn a, Select
Committee practically into a court of
trial. To allow any person who feels him-
self aggrieved to present himself in the at-
titude of desiring to cross-examnine wit-
nesaea, and to question all the statements
that are made, because he himself thinks
he, is involved, will certainly unset %11 the
idea of inquiry by a Select Committee.
A member may say it is possible that
witnesses may assert something they
wvould not say in a court, or in a place
where they could be. cross-examined. But
that. is tbe one point in favour of inquiry
by a Select Committee, that you can get
information which you could not possibly
obtain under other circumstances. Suffi-
cient latitude is given for justice, when any
person feeling himself aggrieved by the ac-
tion of a Committee can petition this
House to be heard. Of course, if the
Official Receiver feels that his own personal
honour and character are at stake
in the inquiry of this Committee,
it is open to- him, as to every-
one else under similar circumstances,
to petition the House and ask
to be heard ; and if it is considered that
the inquiry is of a, character that touches
any individual person, I ain quite satisfied
both Houses of Parliament would consent
to such person being heard. If every
individual who may think himself ag-
grieved by evidence placed before a Select
Committee is to be at liberty to attend
and cross-examine witnesses, the work of
Such Committees will he interminable, and
will require judges to preside over the
proceedings to settle all sorts of questions
arising. Select Committees are appointed
in connection with Parliament for the ex-
press purpose of bringing ordinary com-
mon sense to bear upon questions, and for
obtaining information. Let the Com-
mittee make their inquiry, and report to
this House, and then there will be time
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enough to deal with the question. if
an individual chooses to petition the House
in the ordinfiproper way, T do not think
my voice would be given against his being,
heard; but I think it is too much to
charge a Select Committee with injustice
bec -ause, they follow What is the ordinary
pfacie of such Committees all over the
world.

Question put and passed.
[The same subject was referred to, on

a subsequent motion.]

PUBLIC EDUCATION BILL.

LEGISL&TIvE COUNCIL'S AMENDMaNTS.

The amendments made by the Legisla-
tive Council in this Bill having been con-
sidered" at the last sitting of this House,
and a committee having been appointed
to draw up reasons for dissenting from
some of the amendments made by the
Counceil,

HON. H. B. LEFROY brought up the
report of the Committee, setting forth the
following reasons:-

As to No. 1-That the term " State school"
a p er nclause 31 and following ela~uses, and
the manig should be defined.

As to No. 2.-Because the recommendation
should be left in the hands of the Minister.

As to No. 3.-Because it is considered that
it should not be necessary that a person should
reside s&x months in a district before he be-
comes entitled to have his Dame placed on the
electoral roll.

As to No. 5.-Because the Governor has
power already given under the clause to remove
persons from a board of advice and thus
abolish it.

As to No. 6.-The definition provides for the
number of children that is required to maintain
a "State school.'

As to No. 9-Religious Instruction of any
kind should not be given by the teachers in
Government schools, but by special religious
teachers as provided by the Act.

As to No. 12--It is not necessary to go to the
expense and inconvenience of inspecting
schools once in every year -vhicb are well
known to be efficient.

As to No. 14.--Clause 43 provides for chil-
dren being excused from attendance if under
efficient instruction at home or elsewhere, so
that the words can remain.

As to No. 15.-(h) Extends the privilege too
far. (c) It should be discretionary for the
Minister to grant this privilege with or with.
out a recommendation from the teacher and
chairman of the district hoard.

Report adopted, and a message accord-
ingly transmitted to the Legislative
Council.

LOCAL INSCRIBED STOCK ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

OFFICIAL RECEIVER IN BANIK-
RUPTOY, JOINT COMMLITTEE.
MOTION TO ENLARGE THE POWERS.

Mn. KENNY (North Murcbison) moved,
in accordance with notice,-

That the Committee appointed to act jointly
with the Committee of the Legislative Council
to inquire into and report upon the administra-
tion of the Bankruptcy Act by the senior
Official Receiver, be also empowered to inquire
into and report upon the administration of
the affairs of registered companies and other
estates, of which the sme officer has acted as
official liquidator.
He said the Joint Select Committee ap-
pointed to inquire into this matter found
that the resolution by which the Com-
mittee were appointed did not cover quite
sufficient ground for enabling the inquiry
to be carried out completely. It did not
empower the Committee, apparently, to
inquire into the affairs of those regis-
tered companies and other societies, of
which the Official Receiver in Bankruptcy
had also acted as official liquidator; and
as there appeared to be a fine division
drawn between the duties of the Officia]
Receiver in Bankruptcy, and the duties
of an official liquidator, the Joint Commit-
tee had decided to place themselves in a
secure position by asking this Hlouse to
consent to the motion he had moved.

MR. VO0SPER (North-East Coolgardie)
seconded the motion.

MRs. WALTER JAMES (East Perth):
This motion was one which he must op-
pose, for reasons -he had stated in rela-
tion to the previous motion on this sub-
ject.

THE PREMIER: No, no ; let them in-
quire.

MR. JAMES: The Premier would see
that he (Mr. James) was right in oppos-
ing this motion.

Tusb PnRMIE: Let them inquire as
much as they liked.

Mis. JAMES: In objecting to the last
motion, he did so because, by the Stand-
ing Orders, the Select Committee were
not able to comply with the Official Re-
ceiver's request that be should be, present
.at the sittings and cross-examine wit-
nesses. It did appear to him (Mr.



Official Receiver: [28 SEPTEMBER, 1898.] to ext end Inquiry. 2015

ames) that the Joint Committee were
sing their power for an improper end;
ad, while he, agreed with the member
)r Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth)
sto the expediency of the practice of

elect Committees as laid down by the
tending Orders% yet the Joint Committee
'ere being used for the, purpose of in.
uiring into the Official Receiver's per-
Dnal conduct, in order to ascertain
'hether it was or was not expedient to
iseharge him. If the Committee were
aing that, they were not actuated by
ne high sense of justice which had been
poken of by one hon. member. The
bnject of the inquiry should be to investi-
ate the working of the Bankruptcy De-
ailmuent; whereas the actions of the
)ficial Receiver, apart. from his adminis-
rative duties, had nothing to do with
b3 Bankruptcy Act and its administra-
ion. It might as well be proposed to
aquire into the relations existing between
he Official Receiver and his grocer or
,is bootmaker. In his capacity as Offi-
lal Receiver, -he had been appointed
lao, by the creditors of certain corn-
fnies. to act as official liquidator; and
ea held that position in the same way
Sit might be held, by any other person,

,ithout regard to his position as Official
receiver in Bankruptcy. If the objection
'az~ that the Official Receiver had no
ine to spare for these other duties he
'as performing in addition to his duties
.% Official Receiver, then let that be so ;
ui in his capacity as Official Receiver

h ad nothing to do with the compories,
ad if he was appointed as liquidator for
company he was appointed to that posi-

ion in the same way aus any other person
night be, and his appointment was sub-
act to the approval of the creditors of
he company, the remuneration also
heing fixed by them. The Joint Commit-
ee were now asking for power to, pry
oto this man's other means of obtaining
.ivelihood; and he (Mr. James) must
,rotest against their proceeding in trying
o do this while carrying out the other
luty of inquiring into the adininistrn-
ion of the Bankruptcy Act. If this
Affcer was not performing his duties,
rhy could not the Attorney General or
the Premier discharge him, and why
hould some members of Parliament he
o, anxious to get rid of him?

TnB PREsMIER: The Government could
not get rid of him, unless they could
justify their action in doing so.

MRs. JAMES: What charges had been
made against him?

Timt PREMIERt said he did not know.
MR. JAMES: If the Official Receiver

had not discharged his duties, that was
a question for the Minister at the head
of the department, and not for this
House; and he must protest against the
time of the House being occupied with
ouch a matter. If the Joint Committee
dealt only with the public administra-
tion of the Bankruptcy AcL% well and
good; and if the Official Receiver hpd
not discharged his duties, or had dis-
charged them improperly, then the re-
sonsibility rested. on the Government

0s dismiss him. This inquiry was simply
being used for the purpose of justifying
the' Minister in discharging the Official
Receiver, instead of the Minister taking
that responsibility in a direct manner by
taking the initiative himself.

THz PREMIER: Paorliament could in-
quire' into anything, and often did so.

Ma. JAMES said he had never yet
known Parliament to appoint a commit-
tea of inquiry into the conduct of the
individual, unless charges had been made
against the individual.

Thn PREMIER: Inquiry into the work-
ing of a, department maust involve inquiry
into the conduct of the officer in charge
of it.

Ma. JAMES: Witnesses had been
called, and some of them had been asked
this question: "Do you know anything-
against Mr. Wainscot?" Now what had
the conduct of Mr. Wainscot got to do
with it?

Ms. HiOHAM: How did the hon. mem-
be: hear that?

Ma. JAMES: That information came
to -him from a, person who knew, and was
in a position to know. The Official Re-
ceiver in Bankruptcy, by reason of his
position, was likely to come into contact
with many persons and with many memn-
bers of Parliament; and was it right that,
while inquiring into the administration
of the Bankruptcy Act, the Committee
should also inquire as to how the Official
Receiver earned his income outside his
official duties? Was that right?

Tans PREMIER: It was quite right, for
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he (the Premier) never understood, until
quite lately, that the Official Receiver
had an income except for his work as
Official Receiver.

MR. JAMfES: Why I
THE PREMIER said he did not under-

stand thint the Official Receiver had any
income apart from his Government
emoluments.

MR. JAMES: If the Premier thought
Mr. Wainscot ought not to do other work
in addition to what be did for the Govern-
ment, the Premier should say so- at once.

Tha PREMIER: The fact that the Official
Receiver was doing such work was, not
known by him, until very recently.

MRi. JAMES: But what did the Corn-
mittee want to know, beyond the fact that
the officer was doing work outside his
duties as Official Receiver? Having ascer-
tained that, they could say he must not do
it.

Ma. A. FORREST: Presumably, that was
why anothoer man was appointed to help
him.

MR. JAMES said he did not knlow ; but,
at any rate, the Government appointed
the other man; and having made these
appointments, the Government now
wanted this House to do the dirty work in
connection with them. He Objected to it,
The motion clearly showed that the Coin-
msittee desired to inquire into the private
actions of Mr. Wainscot.

MR. HsonAm: Certainly not.
Mn. JAMES: When the officer acted as

liquidator of a company, be was acting
outside his duties as Official Receiver.

THE PREMIER : What was he acting asI
Mit. JAMES: As liquidator of a com-

pany.
Tim PREuMER: Official liquidator?
Mn. JAMES : If he (Mr. Janmes)

were appointed to such a post.
he would be "official" liquidator. The
Government could stop that. practice, at
pleasure; and how- could it throw light
on the administration of thbe Bankruptcy
Act to know what was being done in the
winding up of these companmies? If he
(Mr. James) were official liquidator, lie
would reply, "I will not tell you." What
ri~bt had this House to, inquire into the
affairs of a, private company, a body over
which the Government had no control
whatever? They had a control in con-
nection with bankruptcy administration.

Tas P~iWmtE: But this officer used th
Government office and staff for such wonl

MR. JAM1ES: Whether that were so c
not, if the Joint Committee had been aT
pointed for the purpose of hearing charge
against, Mr. Wainscot personally, the
Mr. Wainscot should have had the charge
formulated, so that he could answ;er then

MR, ILLINOWOUTH: - It was open t
the Committee to bring up a recommei
dation that the Official Receiver shoul
not be allowed to have any private pra(
tice.

MR. JAMES said he quite agreed wit
that. The Committee could at once rLE
certain from Mr. Wainscot whether h
had or had not a private practice anpai
from his official duties; but they no'
wanted to go further, according to. hi
inotion, and find out all the details of th
winding-up of those companies. Tb
Committee wanted to find out whethe
Mr. Wainscot had or bad not proved bin
self competent as a liquidator; but wa
tha-t the question the Committee was at
pointed to deal with? Could they inquir
as to whether Mr. Wainscot was compf
tent to deal with his own private affairs
No doubt the Committee would bring u
a, report strongly condemnatory of Mi
Wainscot. He (Mr. James) would be dii
appointed if that were not done. H
wanted to anticipate it.

THEa PREMIER: Do not say that.
MR, JAMES said he ventured to se.

the case was prejudged already, and th
proceedings that evening proved it.

MR. A. FORREST (West Kimberley)
It was in the interests of the Official He
ceiver that this motion should be passed
for there was undoubtedly a, Scandal wit]
regard to his department, and the Corn
mittee would, it was to be hoped, be th
means of bringing to light all that it ira
necessary Parliament should know. I
Mr. Wainscot had acted rightly, he wouli
come out with flying colours ; or, if be ha,
done wrong, he would have to bear th
brunt of it. There were ten gentlemei
on the Committee, five from this Ilous
and five from the other, and surely thes
gentlemen could be trusted to bring up
fair report?7 Even if any one of them had
grudge against the Official Receiver, Wi
Committee would not be influenced there
by in coniducting the inquiry.

[ASSEMBLY.] to extend -Inquiry.
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'Pus PREMIER: The House would have
an opportunity afterwards of approving
or disapproving of the Committee's re-
port.

MaI. A. FORREST: Yes; it would have
to be submitted to Parliament, and the
result would probably be that the Official
Receiver would, for the future, confine
himself to his Government work, instead
of running a joint account, and mixing up
the Government business and his private
affairs. If the country was not paying
enough to the Official Receiver, pay him
more, and require him to devote all his
time to his department.

MAR. JAMES : Quite right. No one dis-
puted that.

TEEn PRnmxa: But the officer never
told the Government that hie was doing
out'side work.

MR. A. FORREST: In some cases, Mr.
Wainscot wvas Official Receiver in Bank-
ruptoy, and in others he was official liqui-
da-tor. In the latter capacity, be was run-
ning two or three newspapers in Cool]-
gordie, and a butcher's hop and re-
staurants in Perth. In wha~t category
could such establishments be classed?
Did they properly come under the sche-
dule of duties of an Official Receiver in
Bau~cruptcy? This inquiry, was the best
thing that ever happened to Mr. Wains
cot ; for, if he wvere in the right, he need
not be afraid, knowing that Parliament

woud dal ith him in an honourable
way, and would not be swayed one way
or the other, whether hon. members liked
him or disliked him. He (Mr. Forrest)
wvould support the motion, because it was
in the officer's own interest that the
affair should be probed to the bottom, so
as to know exactly what the porsition was.

MR. KINOSMILL (Pilbarra) supported
the motion. It was regrebethmn-
ber for East Perth (Mr. James)
should have flo'wn off at a tangent :
rm-. had the hon. member looked at
the motion the passing of whivh sEv
3ured the appointment of this Comn.
mittee. he would have found that a
Joint Select Committee was appointed to
inquire into the general administration
of the department under the control of
the Official Receiver, and not into the
working of the Bankruptcy Act.

MR, JAMER: Let the bon. member lock
at the notice of motion.

Its. XINGSMflL: The motion of
which he spoke was that under which the
Committee was appointed. It was also
regretable that the hon. member should
have attributed any animus against the
Official Receiver to members of the Com-
mittee. He (Mr. Kingamill) could only
say that he saw Mr. Wainscot in the street
to-day for the first time, and that he was
personally unacquainted with him, and
sat as a. member of the Committee with an
unbiassed mind, as he believed was the
ease with the other members. Further,
it was not the duty of the Committet to
*judge the Official Receiver.

MR. JAMES: Hear, hear.
M%. KINOSMILL: It was, not even

their duty to judge his department.
Their business was to examine the eni-
dence bearing on the working of the de-
partment, and to lay a condensation of
that evidence before Parliament, to be
dealt with as might be thought fit. The
efficiency of any department depended, in
a great measure, upon the man at its head.
Therefore, the taking of evidence with
regard to the proceedings of the Official
Receiver was perfectly justifiable, even if
it became necessary to inquire into the
work done by that officer outside his de-
partment, or with regard to his efficiency
aEsa business man. With regard to the
Official Receiver's request to be allowed
to attend the meetings of the Committee
to crossexamine witnesses, he (Mr. Kings-
mill) would not object to the officer being
present; but Select Committees were sip-
pointed under the Standing Orders, and,
though not a lawyer, he was of opinion
that under the Standing Orders the thing
"-as impossible; and that was the sole
reason why the request was refused.

MR. IILTINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison): The member for East Patfh
(Mr. James) had a particular reverence
for the colony of Newv Zealand, there-
fore his attention should be called to
the fact that recently a Commission had
been appointed in that colony on the
motion of Mr. Taylor, a member of the
House of Representatives, to examine
into the police department; and that
Commission had sent in its report, re-
commending the dismissal of certain in-
dividuals and considerable alterations in
the department. The bon. member
(Mr. James) had thrown out a challenge



2018 Official. Receiver [ASML: oexedIqiy

to the effect that no such. proceeding
had ever taken place in any British
colony.

M14. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die): -The position was that a, Joint
Committee had been appointed by beth
Houses of Parliament to examine into
the condition of the department con-
trolled by Mr. Wainscot, and the work-
ing of the Act under which the. depart-
ment was administered. In the course
of their investigation they might, or
might not, have discovered that in some
way or other that department was being
nmaladministered, and that the Official-
Receiver was, or was not, responsible
for such maladministration. No, mat-
ter what intention the Committee started
with, if the inquiry had developed into
an investigation of the methods adopted
by Mr. Wainscot, the Committee had a
perfect right to pursue such a course,
and any attempt to baulk them would
be an unjustifiable smothering of the in-
quiry. It was utterly impossible too in-
vestigate the department, without also
investigating the conduct and charactex
of the person responsible for its adminis-
tration. To prevent their doing so
would be absolutely farcical on the part
of the House. The motion sought to
extend the powers of the Committee to
take cognisance of the actions of the
Official Receiver in his capacity of offi-
cial liquidator of companies No rea-
sonable objection could be taken to that,
for official liquidation was a species of
insolvency; and, if the Committee could
ascertain that there wee defects, as he
(Mr. Vosper) believed there were, in
the administration of the affairs of de-
funct companies, it was time the House
knew of such, with a view to legislation
of a remedial. character. There had
been rave complaints about the
winding-up of such companies; and in
seve-al colonies similar investigations
had recently taken place, with good re-
suits. If the tendency of the work of
the Committee were to bring about a
reform in company law, every hon.
member should wish them Cod-speed.
He Would vote for the motion.

Ma. WOOD (West Perth) said he
intended to oppose the motion, which
amounted to persecution, and was an
attempt to hound the man down.

NIB. Vospan: Wait till the Commit-
tee's report was presented.

Ma. WOOD: The Committee had no
right to inquire into the administration
of work undertaken by MIr, Wainscot in
his private capacity. As wvell appoint
a Select Committee to inquire into the
business of such firma as Messrs. Holmnan
and Company, or 0. L. Haines and Co.

Mt. ILLINGWORTHL: They were not
paid by the Government.

MR. WOOD: If the Official Receivet
was doing work he had no right to do:
then the head of the department should
either dismiss him or have it stopped:
as would be, done in the Public Works
or in the Lands Department in the eas(
of clerks doingy private, work outside
office hours. The Government were re
sponsible, and ought to know whethei
this department was being worked as il
should be. It appeared that, if nol
directly, by inuendo, accusations werE
being made against Mr. Wainscot: anc
the whole movement amounted to- no
thing short of persecution.

MR. JAMES: Hear, hear.
Ma. LEAKE (Albany): Nothing coulc

justify the observation of the hon. mern
ber (Mr. 'Wood), in suggesting that
Joint Committee of both Houses of Par
liaznent, which had been, appointed tc
make an inquiry, would degrade itself b]
hounding down a public officer. H4
trusted the hon. member would pause be
fore he uttered such expressions again, fo:
they were a. reflection, not only upcmw tb
Committee, but the House that appointes
that Committee. The member for Eas,
Perth expressed assent to what the mem
her for West Perth had said. All hi
(Mr. Leatke) could say was that the mein
her for East Perth seemed to be actinh
upon knowl edge which he himself hoc
been able to obtain, but other member
of that House had been unable to acquire

MA, JAMEs said he would show it ti
the hon. member.

MR. LEAKE: We must have regard ti
the dignity of our proceedings, and re
sent anything, like an imputation of un
fairness upon members. So far as hi
could see, there was nothing objection abl
in the inquiry. The two members re
ferred to seemed to think this pax
ticular officer should have been dismissed
Was not that pro-judging the case? I

to Mend Inquiry.[ASSEMBLY.]
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lie question of dismissal was in any way
nvolved, surely the lesser inquiry by the
eiect Committee of the two Houses was
ustified. We should do nothing to prevent
he legitimate inquiry by the Select Corn-
nittee, and certainly should not allow
observations. to be made in this Chamber
vhich reflected discredit on the memobers;
if that Committee and the House gener-
ily. He took it the Committee
vould report, if they thought fit, that
aquiry should be made into the oonduct
*f this particular officer, or on the Other
rntnd that there was nothing to nece ,si-
ate a further inquiry, and consequently
lhe officer would be' exculpated. If th'e
officer who thought her was charged pre-
,ented a petition to the House, the priyer
of that petition would, he wvas certain,
tot only be listened to, but granted.
['here wvas no doubt these Select Comn-
nittees, were not courts of inquiry in the
ordinary sense of the term ; that was to
ay, so far as power to punish individuals
raso concerned. They were simply
uthorised to collect evidence and report,
ind to say whether or not, under the cir-
umistances divulged, they thought fur-
her proceedings should be taken. No-
hing should be done to curtail the
)flvileges which Parliament claimed
hrough the medium. of such bodies as
hese.

Question put and passed.
NOTICE OF MOTION POR CORRESPONI)ENCE.

MR. JAMEs had previously given notice
if the following motion:
That there be laid on the table of the House

Al letters and telegras received by the Pre-
flier, or sent by him to any member of Parli%.
sent, relating or referring to the Official Re-
:eiver or his department.
le now said that, seeing the feeling of
he House, he desired to withdrawv the
totica

Mam PREMIER: The request ieferred
o was one with which he would not have
)een able to comply. He was not aware
if any telegram received by him or any
nember of Parliament in regard to the
Cutter. He had thought over the sub-
ect, but icould not remuamber having
!ither sent or received a telegram.

lOTION FOR PAPERS: SU3-ACCOUN~T-
ANT OF WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Ordered, on the motion of Ma. OLnHAM.
here be laid on the table of the House

all the papers in connection with the dis-
mnissal of the sub-accountant of the Public
Works Department.

MOTION: REBATE ON DUTIABLE
ARTICLES (POTATOES).

MR. LEAKE (Albany) moved:
That, in the opinion of this House, snc re-

bate should be allowed on dutiable articles
without the authority of Parliament.
The motion, he said, was only one to
affirm a principle. What was in his mind
was possibly indicated by the question he
asked the other day, with regard to allow-
anices made on perishable goods arriving
in Fremantle, similar privileges not being
allowed to the intermediate ports of
Bunbury, Busselton, and Albany. He
referred on the previous occasion to the
importation of potatoes, upon which it
seemed a rebate of duty, or a, rebate on
the invoiced value, was allowed on their
arrivoal in Fremiantle. If that was so, it
was differentiating- the tariff and giving
the port of Fremantle somne slight advan-
tage over the intermediate ports be had
named. He was told by no less a body
than the Chamber of Commerce of Albany
that it militated against trade. He was
not bringing this forward with any idea
of placing obstacles or troubles in the
way of the Premier, but rather in the
hope that the right hon. gentleman would
see, in fairness to the traders of Albany,
that no undue preferencpe should be given.
If the Premier gave htim his assurance
that the necessary inquiries would be
made, and the matter adjusted to the
satisfaction of all parties, it would meet
the case.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir 3.
Forrest): Until the other evening, when
he gave the answer he did to the member
for Albany, he was not aware such a
thing wa~s done. Everyone should be
treated alike. He supposed that a, rebate
being allowed would mean that all should
be treated alike. The other day there
was a case in which some flux requited
for smelting was concerned, and power
being given to admit articles free, this
was so admitted, as it was thought it
would be a great attraction to the indus-
try. He did not know whether the pro-
posal made would interfere with a case
of that sort, but, if so, he would advise
the House not to agree to it. With regard
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to potatoes, or anything else, he shared
the opinion of the bon. member for
Albany. He had intended to issue in-
structions. One thing and another had,
however, put it out of his head, but he
would do it to-morrow.

MR. RIGHAM (Fremantle): The motion
would, he hoped, be withdrawn, for a cer-
tain amount of discretion must be given
to the Customs Department. So far as
potatoes were concerned, if the motion
were carried, it would mean that the
Customs Department at every port wouild
be compelled to weigh all notatoes that
came into the colony, or make this allow-
ance. Ten per cent, was allowed to cover
shrinkage in the weight, and a consider-
able amount of soil that came in ;and if
that 10 per cent. were abolished, the
Customs Department would be put to
considerable inconvenience. If thermotion
were passed, it would prevent the Gov-
ernment from making any rebate on any
special item without the authority of Par-
liament, A short time ago a. fairly large
quantity of ore was sent from. South
Africa to be treated by a sp~ecial system,
and he understood the Government
allowed a rebate on that. Moreover, corn-
inertial travellers coming into and going
out of the colony bad a system of rebate
whereby they could bring their Samples
in, pay their duty, and, on proper check-
ing, get a. refund of duty. If the motion
were passed, the Collector of customs
would be crippled in a great many ways
not desirable.

MA. LJAKE (in reply) :There was no
desire whatever on his part to hamper the
administration of the Customs Depart-
ment. He was perfectly satisfied with
the assurance of the Premier that the
matter would be inquired into. The hon.
member knew what he meant. He was
thinking of a possible conflict of interests
between the port of Albany and the port
of Fremantle. He was quite willing to
withdraw the motion.

MR. OLDHAM (North Perth): W-bilst
agreeing with the remarks of the mem-
ber for Albany and the Premier, ;t 'ma
desirable to call attention to the factithat
there were differential duties even be-
tween Perth and Fremantle. Goods
charged 10 per cent. in Fremnantle were
admitted free in Perth, and there were
Some things that were admitted free in

Fremantle. He was informed, on th
authority of one of the largest merchant
in the town, that such was the case. I
was occasioned by a difference c
opinion held by different officials.

Tan PREMRn: Every single thing tha
came in was scrutinised.

iMf. OLDHAM: In regard to Manil
rope he had the authority of a merchan
who imported more of it into thi
colony than any other person, and tha
gentleman told him 10 per cent. wa
charged in one place, and none in th
other. So it was regarding 20 or 3'
other things. The object of the membe
for Albany was very good; his desir
being to place persons on exactly th
Samle footing, and he presumed the Prn
nier also desired to do so. He (Mi

Oldhamn) rose for the purpose of showin
there were differential duties.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

'MOTION: PENAL; SYSTEM AND CON~
MIUSSION OF INQUIRY.

TO DISAPPROVE APPOINTMENTS.

MR. VOSPER (North-East Coolgardli
moved:

That this House regards the appointmenl
made to the Royal Commission to inquire int
the condition of the penal system of the colon
as not calculated to elicit the information df
sired on the subject.
Th;,; motion, he said, was moved with
view of obtaining from the Ministry a
explanation of some of the appointmeni
made in connection with this Conumissioi
It did appear to him that, after t
lengthy discussion in this House and
ths public Press, it wvas generally expecte
that the Commission, when appointe(
wo1uld include members of both Houses
Parliament, and would be, of such a chi
acter as would lead to a thorough invest
gation on the subject. The Premit
had recently stated, in reply to a quei
tion, that the reason why the Cormissio
was not appointed earlier was that, whil
Parliament was sitting, it was not eas
to obtain persons who could give th
necessary time. It now appeared that th
Commission did not include any men
ber of Parliament, '-nd that it did ix
elude persons whose qualifications wer
very doubtful. A few of the names wer
not objectionable, particularly those of Di
Jamneson, Dr. Lot;, and Mr. M. L. Moss
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)ut as to the remainder of the gentlemen
,ppointed, it was hard to say what special
iualifications they could have for making
his inquiry. As far as helinew, there was
tot one of the remainder who had any
)articular knowledge of penology, or
aatters connected with prison manage-
Gent and discipline. It was very desir-
Dile that meu should be appointed on this
,ommission who did know something of
he subject to be investigated; and, if
he Commission had included, say, one
if the members for the West Province
itting in the other House, and the mesa-
icr for South Frenmantle (Mr. Solomon)
ak this House, these gentlemen would, as
-isiting justices', have understood the
forking of prisons, and their appoint-
rient would have given confidence,

THS Patmun: They were visiting jus-
ices of prisons.

MR. VOSPER: That was no reason why
hey should be excluded from this Corn-
jission.

ThnB Pamun: It was the opinon of the
,overnment that it would not be desirable
a appoint visiting justices, because they
,ere, in some degree, responsible for the
resent system.

MR. VOSPER: They could hardly be
sgm-ded as interested persons. The Go-
erment had appointed a number of per-
ane, who would begin the inquiry abso-
itely in the dark, and be at the mercy of
hose persons who were conducting the
enal system ; for these members of the
om mission did not know where to begin,

!nd their investigation might lead to a
reat waste of time. He knew several
tembers of this House had been willing to
et on the Commission.

Tuis PREMER: They could not find time
tiring the session of Parliament.

Ma. VOSPER: What the House er-
ected was that there should be a tho-
lugrh examination of the penal system,
ot. with a. view of discovering past sores
or holding officers up to censure, hut for
7te purpose of putting our penal system
n a sound basis, bringing it up to date
ad making it reformatory, instead of one
ir inflicting vengeance on offenders. He
oped the Premier would give some ex-
lanation of these appointments.
Ma. OLDHAM (North Perth) seconded

ie motion.

Tim PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest): The appointments were made, for
the most part, on the recommendation of
the Colonial Secretary (Hon. G. Randell),
who, had the matter in hand; although he
(the Premier) could certainly not relieve
himself of the responsibility for the final
approval of the namnes. There, was con-
siderable difficulty in getting persons to
undertake this duty, outside of the Legis-
laturs; and it appeared to him a good
plan, when possible, to avoid throwing all
the work of Committees and Commissions
on members of Parliament, who had a
great deal to do int connection with i their
Parliamentary duties. Whenever a. Com-
mission had to be appointed, the ten-
dency had been to seek out members of
Parliament and ask them to sit on the
Commission. As to the members ap-
pointed on this Commission, it would be
observed that they were all men who
might occupy seats in this House; and. if
they had had th~e honour of sitting ifl this
Rouse or in the other Rouse, the hon.
member (Mr. Vosper) might have thought
them fitted to act on this Commission.

MR, VosnaR: Some of them, perhaps.
ThEu PREMIER: As soon as a man be-

came a member of Parliament, it seemed
that all1 knowledge became vested in'him,
and that he became quite a. different being
altogether; yet the gentlemen who had
been appointed on this Commission were
persons suitable to be in the Legislature,
and were certainly respected in the com-
munity where they lived, and were known
to be intelligent and honest, and some of
them had professional attainments. Why
they were not fitted to investigrate this
matter he could not understand. It did
no good to judge people he fore they had
done their work; and such. remarks as
those made by the mover of this motion
would not be encouraging to persons
undertaking these onerous and irksome
duties, when they were told before
they commenced that the Commission had
been badly selected, and that some of its
members were not qualified to perform the
duties. With the exception of the chair-
man of the Commission, Dr. Jameson, he
(the Premier) had not taken any part in
the selection;- but he knew them all to be
men of good record and good repute, who
were trusted person ally in their own busi-
nesses, and were thoroughly respected.

Penal Inquiry:



2022 Penal Inquiry:.AS.L. esoc betos

These gentlemen could look into the penal
system, and, with such information as they
could obtain from professional gentlemen
on it., from professioala witnesses they
might call, and from other witnesses who
could give evidence, the Commission
should be able to carry out their duties
satisfactorily. The scope of their inquiry
related principally to the conduct of the
Fremantle prison and the methods
adopted there in regard to sanitation, in
regard to healthfulness, in regard to food,
sand such matters. It was never intended
that the Commission should go into the
whole prison system, ato the best means
to be adopted in older and more crowded
centres of the world. His idea was that
those gentlemen ought to be given an op-
portunity of doing the work they were ap-
pointed to do; and, so far from finding
fault with them, he intended to defend
them, for he thought that before they
commenced their duties, it could not be to
the advantage of the Commission that this
House, after having given the Government
power to appoint, and after a number of
gentlemen had been selected and found
willing to undertake the duties, should
now make observations of a. depreciatory
kind in regard to their competency to
carry out the duties. He believed they
would be found able to carry out their
duties thoroughly well and uprightly, in
all respects.

MR. SOLOMON (South Fremantle):
As a, visiting justice of Fremantle prison,
he hoped the motion would be withdrawn,
for he could certainly not have accepted
an appointment on the Commission, and
could not have spared the time. The
evidence of visiting justices could be
taken ae to what they had seen in con-
nection with prisons; but he did not
think visiting justices should be a-p-
pointed on an inquiry of this kind. It
was not desirable to draw invidious com-
parisons in regard to members of the
Commission; and, as they had corn
menced their work, he hoped they would
go on with it, and that the motion would
he withdrawn.

Ma. OLDHAM (North Perth): Whilst
agreeing that the members of the Com-
mission were men of good repute and
of good record, yet what was really re-
quired was that the persons appointed
should have particular qualifications for

the work, and ahousu have some kno
ledge of the subject. It would ha
been well to have appointed some leE

i gentlemen who- had a knowledge
criminal law. The Premnier's remar
as to the duties of this Commissii
were such as lhe could not accept, f
the resolution carried in this Hou
went much further then the Premier h
stated as the scope of the inquiry. TI

reouinstated that those gentlem,
weeto report upon the methods n(

in use for the punishment of crimini
and their classification; also with rega
to the remission of sentences, die sa
tary condition of Fremantle gaol, cc
tracts for food supplies, and so on.

THiE PREIERa: Why not let them
it? They knew their duty.

Ma. OLDIHAM: This inquiry shou
be conducted by someone who had
accurate knowledge of criminals,c
rived from long experience, Wh
some members of the Commission we
eminently adapted for their post, the
were others who did not possess t
slightest qualification. What were t
emolumeigts I

Th) PREMIEn: There, was no pay
tached to the position-not a penny.

MR. OLDHAM: The Premier seem
to think that the fact of a man beii
a member of Parliament should d
qualify him from sitting on the Coi
mission; but no good reason could
advanced for saying that one member
this Hous4 at least, should not be
member of the Commission, so that
could, when the report was; presents
give the ouse some information cc
cerning the inquiry which no writti
report could furnish.

MRs. LBAKE (Albany): It did not a
pear that the mover desired to cast ai
reflection on the pereond of the Cci
mission. The hon. member merely
sired that there should be on the Go]
mission men having some specialc

perience and qualifications for deali
with the subject, and who could dire
the course of the inquiry. When a. mi
had to inquire into a subject of whii
he bad no knowledge, his report won
ho of no great value. The membe
of the Commission were undoubted
eminently qualified to investigate tV
sanitary condition of prisons, and ti

Personal Objections.(ASSEMBLY.]
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methods cn which contracts wvere en- I
tered into and carried out with regard to
food supplies; but that was not the
principal point. The real question
that prompted the House, to appoint the
Commission was the idea that some re.
form was necessary with regard to the
punishment and reformation of crimin-
als, and the remission of sentences
Therefore, unless weine person s'wh as
a magistrate who had adimottirt~rd the
criminal law, or an expet~enced crimurAG,
lawyer, or some person who Imd t'spfri-
ence of the superintende ace (.f ciiwicai ,
were on the Commission, its labours were
not likely to be directed into a lproie:
channel. Without being invidious, In-
might mention some geatlericin who
might wvell find a place on the Com-
mission, such as the Premier.

THE PREMIER said he could not con-
sent to act.

MR. LEAKE: The right hon. gentle-
man had control of convicts in the old
days, and could speak with authority on
the subject; anid he could also prevent
the inquiry from becoming discursive.
There were also Mr. John F. Stone and
Mr. Hope, and the resident magistrates
of Perth and Fremantle.

THE PREMIER: They were too busy to
act.

MR. LEAKS: And there were one or
two practising lawyers, who might well
be appointed.

Tm PREIRns: They did not like to
act.

MR. A. FORREST: Would the hon.
member himself go on?

Mn- LEAKS said he had no objection.
MIR. A. FoRRnaT: There was a vacancy.
THE PaRMIE: The hon. member might

be appointed.
MR. ILEAKE: At any rate, he con-

sidered himself qualified for the appoint-
ment, as he had taken considerable in-
terest in the subject for many years. He
wished to make it clear that he desired to
cast no reflection whatever upon any mem-
her of the Commission. Whatever they
did, he was certain would be honest and
fair; but he hoped, if the opportunity
offered, that the Government would take
care that the best possible men were
selected.

M.R. VOSPER (in reply) said he did not
intend to press the motion to a divisioni,

but, frankly and straightforwardly, he
must. express the feeling that the Com-
mission would not do the work which the
House expected from it as thoroughly and
efficiently as it ought to, be done. The
terms of the Commission were emphatic,
and gave wide scope and powers. The
Fremantle gaol was only a secondary
matter. The inquiry covered the whole
of the penal system of the colony, thus
going to the foundation of morals.
If criminals were not properly regulated,
and efforts made for their reformation,
the countrf~vould generally become more
and more immoral. Life and property,
and the safety of both, greatly depended
on the way in which criminals were
treated. Any such inquiry should be ap-
proached with intellectual fear and trem-
bling, anad care should be taken that only
the very best men procurable should have
the handling of it. He had nothing at
all against the members of the Commis-
sion, who were no doubt quiet, amiable and
well-behaved people, wvho had never done
anything remarkable and would never set
the world on fire. But men should not be
selected for such positions simply because
they had led lives of mediocre respectabi-
lity in the past. If the Government had
besi: perfectly sincere in their desire to
thoroughly investigate the matter, they
would have taken steps to secure the best
men.

THE PREMIER: Where were such men
*o be found I

MR. VOSPER: And they would not
have made the Commission purely hoito
rary. They would have paid at :east
some of the officials connected with it,
so that the duties would not be carrned
out in a perfunctory manner. The in-
quiry would only be made during the
leisure tie of the commissioners.

MR. Sor~omox: If the commisiomers
were paid, members of Parliament could
not sit on it.

MR. VOSPER: Possibly not. The re-
sult of the Government's action would he
that we should get a report of no practi-
cal value, which would be no guide in
formulating further laws for the
government of the criminal popu-
lation. The English Parliament had ap-
pointed commission after commission on
this subject for the past 16 years, and bad
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Leen continually reforming their penal
lows.

MR. Doan:y- There was a big corn-
mission sitting in England at present.

,%f. VOSPER: Yes; and they had
been careful to select persons who had
specially studied sociology and, in parti-
cular, penology. Mr. Michael Davitt was
selected aa chairman of the Commission.

THgE PanUnM: Probably because he
hinid been in prison.

Ma. VOSPER: Yes; and an excellent
reason, too. The man who had done nine
years in Portland knew something of the
subject. Mr. Davitt had that experience,
and, being universally respected for his
probity and great intelligence, was emi-
nently suitedl for the post.

Tan Pumisa Such men could not al-
ways be found.

MR. VOSPER:- True. Such men as
Mr. Davitt were scarce, otherwise that
gentleman would not be so celebrated.
The numbers of the criminal population
in England had been vastly reduced
during the last 16 years; and every im-
provement in the management of penial
institutions had resulted in a. correspond-
ing diminution in crime. This House
should aim at a similar result. That
was the aim of the motion for the ap-
pointmejit of the Commission, and the
aim the House should keep in view.
By thxG present motion he wished to, ex-
press his sincere onrviction that the re-
sults which the Rouse anticipated from
the appointment of the Commission
would not be fulfilled, and that probably
we should have to go to work on the
results of similar investigations in other
countries, without gaining any benefit
from our own Commission, or else act
as blindly in our future penological
legislation as we bad done in the past.
Horrible results had been produced
hitherto1 and he feared the state of
affairs in the future, would be almost as
bad. He begged to withdraw the mo-
tion.

M otion, by leave, withdrawn.

DEPARTMENT OF MINES: POLICY
AND ADMINISTRATION.

Notice of Motion on the paper:- "That
this House disapproves of the policy and
administration of the Department of

Mines, in respect to the disputes con-
cerning alluvial gold."

'Alp VTOSPE% (North-East Coolgar-
die) said be did not desire to proceed
x.ith this motion, as. his only Object was
to have an. opportunity of explaining
certain facts, which, when he ga-ve notice
of his intention, were not fully known
to the House. But, as those facts had
subsequently been amply demonstrated
by the course of ' Ieffs, there was no
need to takhe the opinion of thellouseon
the subject. He therefore desired not
to proceed with the motion.

MOTION: ESPER-ANCE-NORSEMAN
RAILWAY.

TO CONSTRUCT BY PRIVATE ENTERPRISE.

Mn. MORAN (East Coolgardie)
moved : -

That this House is of opinion that in view
of the desirability of developing and opening
up the Norsean goldfields at an early date,
proposals should be favourably entertained fromn
any responsible persons or corporations willing
to construct a light line from Esperance to
Norseman, on the following conditions:-1,
That a sum of not less than £010,000 be de-
posited as a proof of bona fides. 2, That
no land concessions, except such as are re-
quired for the actual laying of the line, shell
ha granted. 3, That the Government shall
retain full rights of resumption upon terms
to be agreed upon before construction.

He said: For the third time since I
have had the pleasure of sitting in this
House, it has been my duty on two occa-
sions, and it is, now my privilege, to
bring before this Mouse a Motion to
consider the question of giving railway
communication to one of the most im-
portant goldields in our colony. About
two years ago, the Norseman goldfleld
was of sufficient importance to warrant
we in bringing before the House a, mo-
tion, of at somiewhat similatr nature to
that which I now introduce. The mo-
tion on that occasiona was of a two-fold
character, for it affirmed the desirabil-
ity of giving, the Norseman goldfield
railway communication with Esperance
in either of two ways:- firstly by Gov-
ernment construction under the ordinary
system which obtains in the colony;
secondly by private enterprise. we
know perfectly well that the Premier has
always exhibited towards any form of
private enterprise, seeking to engage in
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the construction of public works, a very,
very strong hostility.

Tan PREMIER: Not at all.
AR. MORAN: I think I am correec

in saying that.
ThE PaRMIE: NO.
AIR. MA10 N: I never was able to

gather that the right hon. gentleman
was an advocate for private enterprise,
but, on the contrary, I have deduced
from his remarks that, as far as his ex-
perience went, private enterprise was
more a, bane to Western Australia than
a blessing. I am willing to concede to
the Premier that he was speaking under
somewhat exaggerated condition& His
experience, in reference to private enter-
prise, has not been a happy one, and
possibly his experience has in a large
measure been the experience of the
colony. I am correct in the main when
I cay that the Premier is opposed to
private enterprise, not on the ground of
expediency, but principle. He has
fallen into true line with the policy of
Australia as a whole in railway construc-
tion, that policy being one of socialism
in reference to railway construction.
The Premier is one of the most ardent
exponents of State socialism we have;
he is socialistic to a degree. We find
such is the case by his determined op-
position to attempts of private individu-
als who, as he says, get at the Gov~rn-
ment through the Supreme Court. Not-
withstanding his Government are what
may be called a Conservative one, and
they are so in some degree, they are the
very acme of State socialism in these
matters. When I say the Government
have been opposed to private enterprise,
perhaps there may be exceptional cir-
cumsgtancas in wstioh they will be wil-
ling to waive this form of obstruction to
public works construction. I am not
prepared to advocate, or say, the State
should encourage private individuals to
hold and monopolise the whole of the
main trunk railwayA d f this colony; but
when it comes to a question of feeders
and branch lines, the Governmient may,
an I say, find themselves able to waive
some of their opposition to this form of
construction. The motion which I
brought forward two years ago is to the
following effect, and this is somewhat

similar, expect that I gave an alterna-
tive:

I. That, in the opinion of this House, it is
desirable that a railway line should be con
structed from Esperance Bay to Norsemnan
forthwith. 2. That, if the Government do not
choose to undertake the work, they should be
empowered to grant permission to private per-
sons to build the line.
The motion was of some importance, for
the Norseman goldfield figured largely in
the eye of the investor. I found to-day,
in looking through my remarks, that, a lot
of capital wvas being invested. The repre-
sentatives of some very large syndicates
had gone there, and Norseman was looked
upon as one of the promising fields of the
colony. Of course the motion was not
carried. It was withdrawn. I do not
know exactly what line of objection wvas
taken to it at the time; save and except
this more particularly, that the ostensible
objection wan that the State was opposed
to private enterprise, and that the Covern-
ment themselves, when they could afford
it, would build this railway. I know I
stated fearlessly that no matter what ar-
gument could be brought forward on the
occasion, and no matter how convincing
the statements might be, you would not
find the members of Perth and Fremantle
willing to consent to the Government
building a broad gauge railway line from
Esperance to Norseman. Not- only is
there the ostensible objection to private
enterprise opening up Esperance and con-
necting Norseman goldfield with the rest
of the colony, but all the time there is the
underlying objection of the damnage to
vested interests. Fremantle is so far the
leading port of the colony for all our im-
ports of a certain kind from the eastern
colonies, and there was a fear that if we
opened up Esperance, it would be natural
to suppose that half the Fremantle trade
would be diverted and cut out by the more
natural course from Esperance to the gold-
fields. Although that was not stated
publicly to the House at the time,
I find I placed the matter pretty
plainly, as I always wish to do,
on this question. Two years ago-
I have been re-elected since-I said very
plainly that I would never, as far as I
could help it, he a party to deprive Wes-
tern Australia of the natural benefit of
developing her own goldfields ; and I re-
peat that,. If it were a question to-day of
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deciding whether at the present moment
Esperance should be connected with Cool-
gardie and the whole of the eastern gold-
fields by a broad gauge line, I would not
vote for such scheme, because I recognise
vested interests. I wish to work for Wes-
tern Australia, first, and the rest of the
colonies afterwards. I am. speaking more
pearicuiarly to the representatives of
Perth and Fremantle. I want them to
look upon me as being a friend of the
colony first. I want them to see in my
motion a motion which will conserve the
vested interests of Perth and Fremantle,
and a motion also which, if acted upon, will
not deprive Esperance of the natural
benefit she should get from that one gold-
field-Norsernan-which should be opened
up. I find that I said two years ago:

I am prepared to smy we should not open
Esperance Bay to the whole of that traffic
(that is, for the eastern goldfilds traffic), and
I wvould ask whether any single colony ha.
opened hqr ports so as to give the trade to
other colonies?
I go on to say the colony of Queensland
has always resisted the encroachments of
South Australia, and further say: -

Victoria has not allowed New South Wales
to take away her trade, and I do not think
we are constituted differently from the people
of Queensland or Victoria. I, for one, would
bitterly reseat, the throwing open of the gold-
fields to the enterprise of the eastern colonies.
We are spending amsillion of monvy in matt-
ing a harbour at Fremantle, and tIs Rouse
would be fully justified in refusing and con-

tinung o rfuse to carry the railway from
Nsmnto Coolgardie. 1, for one, would

strongly object if this railwvay were carried
on as far as Coolgardie.
I said that two years ago, and I repeat it
nowv. I repeat that t~e life of every Go-
vernment is made up in protecting vested
interests, and I also repudiate the rah
sentiments of the section of the goldfields
Press which is continually endeavouring
to stir up ill-feeling between the people
on the goldfields who comne from other
places, and the people of this part
of the colony. I altogether re-
pudiate, the bombast which un-
fortunately takes the place of argument
in dealing with this question. I shall
always be one of those who will fight to
the finish to protect West Australia,
when it is a question of West Austra-
lia against the other colonies. Circum-
stances have since placed us in this posi-
tion. We said two years ago that we were

not willing to encourage private enter-
prise because we had as a policy decided
that the Government should build the rail-
ways. What position are we in to-day I
Last night saw the death of the Coolgaxdie
to Norseman railway line. I welcomed it.
Never wvas there such a "wild cat" scheme
ever put before Parliament. A more ir-
rational thing I never heard of than the
idea of constructing a line at the present
time from Coolgardie to Norsemnan. The
Premier knows, my views, upon that point.
I never had any uncertain opinion about
it all through. I cannot conceive that we
should earnestly set to work to build a
line through 120 miles of desert. We
know that our Coolgardie water scheme
cannot he finished for three years a~t least.
All through I rcgarded the Coolgardie. to
Norseman scheme as being absolutely un-
worthy of the consideration of this House ;
and I entirely welcomed the proposal made
last night. to strike out the item for a sur-
vey from Coolgardie to Norsemnan. Wha~t
chance is there of that proposa1 being re-
vived? Looking at the financial question,
wvhen will Western Australia be able to re-
sume her public works policy? Is it pos-
sible or probable tfiat this colony is going
to resume a vigorous course of public
works policy in the next five years? I say
it is absolutely impossible that Western
Australia should, during the next five
years, open any further railways in the
colony, always excepting the Leonora, line,
which might, perhaps, have to run out 20,
30, 40 or 50 miles in order to get to a
fresh-water belt. Now wehave passed the,
Coolgardie water scheme, the colony can-
not, I repeat, hope for the next five years
to resume her public works policy. Then
a question is this-If we wish to resume it,
will we be able to get the money? Will
Western Australia he able to build in the
future any of those lines of railway which
may prove profitable? Has the colony
reached the end of its tether? I maintain
it has. I contend that this gigantic
task alone-the Coolgardie water scheme
-will necessitate careful finance and re-
trenchmnent in every branch. That being
so, the question arises: Has the time ar.
rived when Western Australia as a colony
must draw in her horns with reference to
her public works policy, and when Parlia-
ment must once more seriously consider
the question whether it shall not loosen
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the string. in relation to the State policy
of excluding all pnivate enterprise in re-
gard to railwayst An article publisc.;d
ii, tne Wtst Aisutraliw the other day con-
tains the followving: -

No one can deny the existence of an in.
creasingi disposition on the part of Parliamevnt
to go slowly for a time in regard to augmmt-
ing the liabilities of the colony, and an idea
is undoubtedly making way that under exis;t-
ing circumstances it may be well to revr-t in
a modified degree to the practice which Lu,.
been tried before in this colony, and has 40O-
tamned a large vogue elsewhere, of emi"ting
somte classes of undertaking to private enter-
prise.
The West Australian asks whether, with
sufficient care and judgment, private en-
terprise may not be allowed to step in
and develop, perhaps in a. small way,
acme of the large resources of this vast
colony. Can 170,000 peonle continue at
the ame rate of public construction as
in the padstf I maintain that private
enterprise is a good thing, either in the
colony's best days or its worst days, so
long as the State maintains its sovereign
rights, and does not permit people to
build up an isnperiuon in isnperio, or ai
colony within a colony.

Ut 6.30 p.m. the &SAicx left the
chair.

At 7.30 the SPEARERt resumed the chair.

MRt. MORAN: Resuming my remarke, I
say that up to the present date, so far as
the public utterances of the Government
are concerned, they are opposed to private
enterprise in every shape a-nd form. I
do not say this in a spirit of fault-finding,
because the Government, in taking that
course, are only following the generally
accepted policy in regard to public works
in Australia. A motion to the same effect
as this was brought by me before the
H1ouse two years ago, and was not carried.
At that time I instituted a comparison
between the Norseman goldfield and the
Southern Cross goldfield in its early
stage, and I said Norseman was far more
important now, both in pros pectn and in
actual development, than Southern Cross
was when this colony undertook to build
175 miles of rai'lway to the interior of a
country which was then little known as a
gold-bearing region. That is a fact; for
mining men acquainted with the country

agree that there was nothing to justify
an enormous expenditure in building a
railway to, Southern Cross at that time,
more than there has been for the Iast
two years to justify the building of a line
to the Norseman goldfield. It must be
admitted there is a, political aspect to this
question, and that the preservation of
vested interests has to be considered, I
am one, for upholding vested interests,
and I say all government is the conserva-
tion opf vested interests. A& man's vested
interests are his beliefs, hisi home, his
very mode of living; and as the port of
Fremantle has been the natural outlet of
this colony and its principal port for more
than half a century, so I saby now, as I
have said before, that 1 will never be one
to seriously interfere, if I can help it,
with what I hope to see the natural port
for the great trunk line of railway between
this and the eastern colonies. I want
to ask the Fremaintle, members to he
generous in considering this great issue,
and to believe that the aim and only de-
sire of those who support this motion is
to make Fremantle the San Francisco of
the Australiano colonieM to makte it a
second Sydney: and we have every 'hope
thar in. years to come there will be a
trans-ontinental rail~ey, and that Fre-
mantle will be the exit and the adit, for
the large passenger traffic between Aus-
tralia and Europe, Africa, and Asia, end
also be the outlet for the produce grown
in the South-Western districts of this
colony. _We believe that Esperance is a
port that can never compete with Fre-
mantle, for it is simply a half-way house,
being at one end of the colony, and it is
neither on the highway to the eastern
colonies nor to Europe. The Premier
professesi to be an ardent believer in a
conotinental railway line starting from this
'vestern aide of the continent; and that
being so, what possible harm can a small
line of railway, joining Esperance, and
Norseman, do to that great project, and
what possible harm can it do to Fre-
mantle? At present we are large im-
porters of produce from the eastern colo-
nies; but, if this motion of mine be car-
ried, two years must elapse before the
railway can be completed to Norseman,
and we are told by the agricultural
party i n th is House that within two years
Western Australia will be self-supporting
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in regard to agricultural produce. Thus
'we are relieved of that bogey altogether;
for as we will be self-supporting, there will
be no longer necessity for the large traffic
which now exists between South Austin-
hia and this colony in the importation of
produce. Esperance, will be a port offer-
ing facilities for receiving our local pro-
duce from the South-Western districts,
the Vasse, and Albany, instead of import-
ing produce from the other colonies. The
Government and Parliament having en-
couraged people to settle and nma-ko
homes and establish businesses at
Perth and Fremantle and the adja-
cent districts, those of us, who wish
to see this railway built are not desirous
of interfering wih the legitimate -hopes
and interest of those persons who are set-
tled on this western. side of the colony;
but while the members for Fremantle de-
sire this Parliament to conserve the vested
interests of their port and district, and
while we hold out to them the bright pro-
spect of a great future for their port, and
are expending a million of money in
making it a central port worthy of. the
colony, can they not be, just and generous,
by remembering that there are vested
interests at Esperapee and at Norseman,
which also. ought to be conserved I Are
we to utterly destroy those vested in-
terests, and are we to hold back that
favour which we gave to Southern Cross
at three times the cast, as compared with
thle cost of a light line of railway for con-
necting Esperancee with the Norseman
goldfleld I I say that, by so, doing, this
railway project will not interfere in the
slightest degree with the vested interests
of Fremantle, for the time is not oppor-
tune for linking the railway systemt of our
estern goldfields with a. port at Esper-
ance as their outlet, and I would not be
on.t to divert the established course of
tradu between this aide of the colony and
the eastern goldfields by making a. con-
necting line to a port at Esperance; nor
do the people at Eaperance desire that, to
bie done. But if the people of Perth and
Fremantle say they will not alowEsper-
anc&- to be opened up by any means what-
ever, I say that will be the tyranny of
might. It may be said that the port
of Esperance and the Norsemisan gold-
field are not integral parts of Western

Australia, and it may be said again that
Esperance is a port for South. Austra-
lia; but I want this House to be
gererous and consider that we are deal-
ing with our own people, with our own
colony, and with our own interests, and
that we have a, large goldfield in
the, Norseman district, and we have
a natural port for it at Esperance.
Were there no Fremantle, and were there
no Kalgoorlie or Coolgardie, is there
a man inside or outside of this House
who would hesitate to build a line
from Esperauce to Norseinan-that
is, if you remove the political
aspect of the question? Not one.
That House, that Government, and that
Parliament which plunged into the in-
terior of this colony to a distance of 175
miles with a heavy railway built by Go-
vernment funds, to a goldfield which. was
thien not equal to the Norsemea of the
present time, could not consistently refuse
to build a line 75 mtiles shorter, and in-
finitely cheaper to keep going. There
could be nio logical'objection to it what-
ever; therefore the political side of the
question has always been the bugbear. I
have endeavoured to show there is no dan-
g"er whatever of the trade of our eastern
goldfields going to the eastern colonies.
To endeavour to buil&- a. railway line from
Coolgardi, to Norseman, and to divert all
the supplies required from Albany, from
lunbury, and from the other tem-
peratte. parts of this colony through
Fremantle by way of Southern
Cross aind Coolgardie to Norseman,
is unnatural, and could be justi-
fled only on the assumption that, if you
opened up Esperance, you would ruin the
trade of the older ports of the colony. If
the import of produce he a vanishing
quantity, as we are told it is, then by the
tirne this line is constructed, that danger
will havea disappeared; and, if it have not
then disappeared, the power in this House
now to prevent the granting of a railway
to Esperance can also, prevent the line
being continued to the eastern goldfields.
Look at the Premier's scheme! T main-
tain the Premier is not the friend of Perth
and Fremantle, hut that his proposal to
carry the Government line from Coolgar-
die to Norseman, down to within 120
miles of at good seaport, is; detrimental to
the interests of Perth and Fremantle; and

Private Ede?,prise.
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I[also maintain that the construction of a
broad gauge line from Esperance to Norse-
man would be more detrimental, as we
cannot afford it. Further railway con-
9truction by the Government is out of the
question. Now what do I propose to do?7
1 propose to remove the only serious com-
plaint there is; and that is from the
people of Norseman. The complaint of
the people of the eastern goldields is out
of court. They are not to be considered
on the question. They have a good rail-
way service; they have been well treated.
The railway has gone right into the in-
terior, as far as Menzies; and we are
about to give themn a water scheme as well.
We have done all we fairly and legiti-
mately can do; we have done for them all
that a generous Parliament can do ; there-
fore they are out of court. [ maintain we
must not, for one moment allow that there
is any claiw. to be put forward on behalf
of the goldfields already served by
a railway line. Therefore we are
left -to the consideration : here is
a rich and promising goldfleld-No ree-
man-120 miles from a seaport.
There is a. seaport, and it was
built un largely by Government moncy,
And built up more largely still upon the
hope of ultimate connection with Norse-
man by rail ; And vested interests have
been established there equal, as far As
people are concerned, to those of the
people of Fremnlatle and Perth. Will you
ruthlessly destroy these vested interests?
Will you persist in refusing, not only to
snend Government money in building A
line from Esperance to Norsemnan, but in
savine: "We wvill go one step further: we
will not only refuse to build you a. railway
line-firstly because we do not believe in
it, secondly because we have not the
money-but we will go further, and will
Absolutely prohibit by the legislative
powers of this Hfouse, by the numbers
which we control, by the majority we are
Able to command in this Parliament-we
will prohibit anyone else from Living :wcu
even a light tram line between Esnerauce
and Norseman?' Will voan, with your
majority to-night, rayv that you refuse
tre give Esperance and Norspman a nar-
row 6rauge steam tram line 7 There
could be no objection to it what-
ever, as I have endeatvoured to
show ; and if Parliament persists

in voting against this measure it
will be acting in the most dog-in-the-
manger fashion possible. Two years ago,
in bringing forward this motion, I argued
for private enterprise, and I said, and
proved, that there were then people ready
and willing to build this tram line. In-
deed, the Government have had several
good and genuine offers. I propose that
they should break the gauge to avert the
danger of heavy traffic being diverted
froma the Government lines, and that you
should only go so far as to build a line to
connect the Norseman goldfield alone with
Esperance. I do not want to build A rail-
way line that can compete with our Gov-
erment lines. I will agree to a tram
system below the Sft. Sin, gauge, so that
there will beabreak of gauge between our
great railway system in the east, and the
system connecting Esperance and Norse-
man.

MR. GEORGE: What advantage would
that be?

Ma. MORAN: Surely you ought to
know, as a practical man, that a light
tram-line cannot hope to compete for
heavy traffic with a broad-gauge railway
line, floes it require explanatiou?

.h. GEsORGE: Yes. I think so. You
might just as well give them the right
thing at once.

MR. MO0RAN: If the hon. member is
in favour of giving them the right thing,'
he will be able to vote foir my motion.
If he will be in favour of giving them
more still, he must also be in favcur of
giving them less, rather than nothing.
I should be content at present with a
steam tram-line. It will relieve the
only proper litigants in, court at the pre-
sent moment, namely, the abused people
of the Norseman goldfields, and the peo-
vle of Esperance, whcs e hopes have been
blighted. The gentleman who offered
to construct a line when T brou 'ght up
this question previously is well known
to the Premier, and was then in Perth.
I said at the time that the reople of
Esnerance and Norseman would prefer
a Government railway line ; and I said :
"It is admitted that the majc-rity of
members of this House and the people
As a whole do object to private, enter-
nrise in regard to railways." I said:
"This is A decipion that has been come
to not only by the House but also by
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the Government." Well, we accepted
that position at that time; and I then
said there were private people willing
to build a narrow-gauge line. Now, if
they were willing to build it two years
ago, then Parliament has deprived the
people of Norseman and Esperance of
the benefits of railway communicaticn
for two years. That is the position to-
day. Had that motion of mine been
carried two years ago, I believe you
would have had communication between
these two places ever since; consequent-
ly we have robbed them of it for two
years. The Norseman goldfield has not
changed since; the gold is still there.
The field is still there, and so is the
mining population. It is perfectly true
that Esperance has waned ; it is true
that Esperance has lost heart and hope,
and I do not wonder at it. For two
years they have been deprived of what
they, and 1, consider their just rights.

THE PREMIER: What do you mean by
their just rights?

MRa. MORAN: They are these: that,
being within 120 miles of a, rich gold-
field, and wishing not to cause the Gov-
ernment to incur a penny of expense,
but merely permission to have steam
communication with that goldfield, which
they themselves are able to undertake
and carry out, you have refused to allow
the proposal to go thrmo.

THE PREMIER: They get all the trade
or Norseman now.

Ma4t. MORAN: I see: then the Pre-
mier is not an advocate for railways?
According to that argument, so had Fre-
mantle got all the trade of the eastern
goldfields before you built your railway
line to Southern Cross. None the less,
you built that railway to encourage
trade, and you surely did not argue that
railways are useless? So it is with the
Norseman goldfield. Is it wise that
Norseman shall always have to pay £30
or £40 a ton for all the stuff imported?

Ta Psanma: Say £5 or £7, or £10
a ton, and you will be nearer the mark.

Mla. MORAN: Well, if you give themn
steam communication, you will reduce it
to £2 per ton; you will reduce it in
exactly the same proportion as you re-
duced the freightage on stuff to the eas-
tern goldfields when you built tbe
Southern Cross railway-a line which

had not the ghost of a chance of paying
for axle grease, and which would not
have done so had it not been for the will
of Providence, which waes wonderfully
exemplified by the discovery of the new
goldfields, of which nobody had any
knowledge at the time, that line was
built. It would have been a fatal
plunge had not that development taken
place. I do not ask you to take that
plunge with reference to Norseman ;
but I say, do not stand in the road and
prevent anyone else taking it. Private
enterprise is willing to look alter itself.
If there be no justification for steam
communication between REperancci and
Norseman, let us allow private enterprise
to undertake it, and then the bone of
contention will be snatched from the
mouths of the people of Esperanee.
Their contention is that you will not al-
16w them to build that railway line; but,
if you permit them to do it, they can
never say that you have hindered the de-
velopment of the district. Even if the
line is a failure, the bone of contention is
gone. But no matter bow wild the
scheme might be, whilst you refuse offers
to construct the line, that grievance will
always remain. They will always be
able to say to this Parliament: "You
have caused us to periah by your oppo-
sition to cur wishes, by your standing
in the road and preventing private enter-
prie from doing what we did not ask
you to do." The Norsemnan goldfield,
as I said, is an important and steadily
developing one. It might be said to-
night that it is not for mue to prove whe-
ther there be any gold in Norseman or
not; that is for private enterprise to
prove. It is not for me to say whether
this will be a paying scheme or not:
that is for the man who proposes to build
the railway. But, all the same, I pro-
pose to show you that you are depriving
a good goldfield , and an increasingly
rich goldfield, of its just rights. FLet us
take the history of the field. I will
briefly give the figures and returns since
1893 to show that, despite all the dis-
abilities under which it has laboured,
the Norseman goldfield is still upon the
up grade. In the year 1893 it produced
147 oz. of gold.

Tax PREMIER: rt wanted a railway
then.

Private Enterprise.
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MR. MORAN: Well, we will see how
wedl justified they were in asking for one.

TEI PREMIER: How much gold had
they two years ago?

MR. MORAN: They had just as much
as Southern Cross, had when you built the
railway line there; but they were getting
it at four times the cost. In 1894 the
output was 228 o., and in 1895, 241 oz.
-always increasing. In 1896 it rises to
4,500 ounces. In 1897 it is 19,300
o-z. In 1898--and only for three-fourths
oF' the year, for the first eight months-
the output was 20,965 oz. In other
words, they will, I suppose, produce al-
together about 28,000 oz. this year.
Now there is a rapid increase--a steady
dcx elopment; and lrwould have you bear
tb;s in mind. There is one feature about
the Norsemnan goldfield which is peculiar,
and not at all analogous to the develop-
wient of our other goldfields. The Norse-
man has not been a sensational field. But
look at her average returns. Her average
returns for Xugust were, for every ton of
stuff crushed, 1 oz. Vdwt. of gold. The
average returns of the goldfields of Vic-
toria, from their inception up to the
present moment, for every ton of stuff
crushed, has been not more than 18 dwt.
of gold. 'That is Victoria, one of the
greatest gold-producing places for its size
in the world. The richest of the Austra-
lian colonies is Queensland ; and the aver-
age output of gold for the Queensland
goldfieldls, from first to last, has been
slightly over one ounce per ton. She
heads the list in Australia. No other
.Australian colony comes up to the ounce.
Queensland is rapidly falling below the
ounce; but none tMe less she is paying
handsome dividends, because she is ex-
tracting the tailings. If Norseman could
do that, shre could certainly return about
1 oz. l5dwt. per ton up to date. This is
the character of the Norseman goldfield,
anl I would have you Vear that in mind.
Tbs Premier knows that goldfield well.
Tbs. belt is a, long one. It is above the
Australian average. There awe .30 miles
of primary lines of reef there ; and the
reefs of Norseman, without any undue
comparison with any other part of Wes-
tera Australia, present a more permanent
character than those of any other field,
saving and excepting Kalgoarlie. But
even there it is questionable whether the

reefs at Norseman are not equally as per-
nmnent s the reefs at Kalgoorlie. They
have been described by every mining man
of any repute as true fissure veins; and
they are actually the great trunk of the
gold-bearing belt of Western Australia
The field is being developed down to the
403 feet level, and the veins are of the most
permanent character, being well defined,
wide, and of average grade. Right up
to date they have returned considerably
over one ounce per ton, ha~ving in~deed
returned nearly an ounce and a half.
They are permanent, because they are
true fissure veins ; and they are extensive
because they are developed for 30 miles
in length; and they are highly payable,
because anything that will return one
ounce to the ton is payable on any gold-
field in Western Australia. That is the
position of the Norseman goldfield. There-
fore the only question which will arise in
the minds of members is, are we justified
at the present moment in. building a Gov-
erment railway line from Coolgardie to
Nrserma? I ay, no. If the fields were
twice as rich I would say "no." You are
not justified in extending a railway 120
miles througli a. waterless country, when
you know it will be impossible to carry
on the traffic. Next summer you may
fini it impossible to carry on the traffic
on some of the lines already opened. The
question wvhich presents itself is whether
the fields which have permanency, rich-
ness, and extent, shall be connected by a
narrow gauge light railway line with the
port of Esperancet I have shown that
it cannot interferv with the trade of
Perth and Fremnantle. If the Premier ex-
tends the heavy guage railway line from
Coolgardie to Norseman, all the powers
in existence will not stop it from going
to Esperance, and then there will be the1
very evil that he desires to avoid. So
long as the people of Esperance and
Norseman have rankling in their minds
an idea of injustice towafds them, so long,
will you have them battering at your doors.
Remove the ground of complaint, and you
can turn a aeaf ear to the people who
pretend: that the wish and aim of Esper-
ance is to afeai a blow at anything which
will affect the prosperity of this part of
the colony. I have no sympathy with
the idea, and I propose to checkmate
those who hold it I propose that Esper:
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ance and Norseman shall get sufficient
railway communication to do their own
business. As to the possibility of Esper-
anc& ever competing with Fremantle for
the world's trade, I do not think that
there is anything in it, and I am here
to protect the trade of Fremantle as much
as other members are. I want there to
be one ddre pot, end I do not wish to rob
those gentlemen settled here of what is
duo to them; but at the same time I do
not desire to keep Esperanee and Norse-
man languishing for what they have a
right to get. This is the view as it pre-
sents itself to my mind. I Ay a light
railway line will be all that is required
for the Norseman goldfields, and it will
check the desire to carry a broad, gauge
line through. Many years, should elapse
before the agitation could grow strong
enough for a through line to be made,
and by that time we shall be a, self-sup-
porting colony, providing our own stuff.
The Fremantle harbour works will have
been completed, so Esperance will not
bo able to, compete against Perth and
Fremantle, and you can afford to open up
any port in the colony. A statesman once
said, "Let there be as many Liver-pools as
you like,. there cam only be one London."
So there can only be one Fremaitle. I
think I heave placed this matter before the
Chamber in: at clear, concise7 and emphatic
manner. I anneal to the generosity
more particularly of the members for
Perth and Frenmantle. I know you have
tin power to refuse Esperance and Narse-
innn their requests, but it will not
be right to exercise that power.
You are hero to Protect your own in-
terest-I mean the interests of this
part of the colony-but I ask you to con-
aider whether, in supporting the Gov-
ernment policy of carrying a heavyv line
to Noremnan. you are not .defeating
your own ends, and whieter I am not
offering you the very way of satisfying
Norseman and Esperance, and removinir
the danarer that certainly will erist if you
onen un Egperanee with a broad Lvtu're
line from the eastern goldilds. T have
rothingr else to say except. to, ask the
FRouse for one mon'ient to look at the
words of the mrotion. Look at the
schemne itself. What dncers aire there
in it? TAny there Are none. Mkv motion
says that you shall give permission to

build a light line. We have had
great trouble in regard to private enter-
prise in the colony before. WhyI
simply because you parted with millionb,
of acres of land, and you had a, corpora-
tion in the colony compeling with you
in settling a large land population under
Iandl~frrnsm which is foreign to Austra-
lia feeling and the history of the
colony. I do not propose to give any
lands away. I do not propose that the
State shall part with one, tittle of its
sovereign rights. I do not. even pro-
pose that the Government should give
away the land for the railway for ever. It
is an easy'matter to distinguish the car-
pet-bag man from a genuine investor.
When a man comes to the Premier and
says, "I want you to allow us to build
it," the Premier might say, "Parliament
authorises me to allow you to build it,
but it asks me to call upon you to, pay
£10,000, and if you are a. genuine man
you won't mind paying it." I would
give no concession to any man who was
not bona fide and genuine, with money
behind him. I would not give boot
room to a man who came here as a
carpet-bagger with all sorts of repre-
sentations as to lords, dukes, and earls;
but I would remove him by the shortest
way. If, however, a man came with
£10,000, and said, "I am an investor,
and want to prove moy bona fides by
snending tLO,000, what terms will you
offer 1" Parliament could make a con-
tract-and I am of opinion that Parlia-
rnent should look into every one of these
contracts-that the railway line shiould
be given back at any time unon -terms
stated before the line was built, on -con-
dition that the amount specified should
be sufficient to refund the outlay, And
pay interest as; well. T am endeavour-
iacr to protect Perth and Fremantle from
the compnetition of n. heavy ta'ume. rafl-
way., but I say we sball have the rower
of resumption upon the terms to be
agreed upon, and I sayv, further, that
Parliament shall not give any narticle
of land. There sihould be no land grant,
hut -rmnlv a, hnlf-clhain and RxtftioII rtcom.
WhatE dancer would that be to the State?
The State would iftill he safe, aind would
stfill hatve comnlete control. Let there
be no monnonoly. R~ow can there he a
mionopoly, seeingy that the Government

Private Enierprioe.
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could step in at a moment's notice and
build another line alongside this? There
wvould be an agreement that you could
have back the railway line at any time. .1
did not make the motion long, and did
not put into it all the termst I would like.
I wvould remove the possibility of there
being a second Midland Junction, or a
second Albany and Beverley business.
I would remove the power of giving the
Government an opportunity of parting
with any land to build up a colony in the
colony, having the power of locking
up millions of acres of land, and only
letting people in on their own terms. I
say I would allow people to carry on
traffic between Esperance and Norseman,
but I would not let them have any land.
I want the Premier, if he is opposed to
this motion, to tell me wvhere the danger
to the State can arise, and tell me where
the objection to private enterprise is in
this case. To begin with, it is not part
of our main trunk system, and I want
the right bon. gentleman to tell me,
fially, where is the great danger to the
vested interests of Perth and Fremantle?
Thbe line would never be able to rob the
main thoroughfare of the colony of the
prestige it has. By the time the line
was built, the Fremantle harbour works
would be completed, and in a fewr years'
time I hope to see the great intercolonial
line started, when Adelaide and Esper-
ance will sink into comparative insigni-
ficance compared to, the B~rindisi of
Western Australia, as Fremantle would
be. I ask members to whom I refer to
give this fair consideration, and to re-
member that they are dealing with their
own interests, and also with the port of
Esperance, which has as much right to
be preserved as Fremantle. They are
both simply mouths by which the trade
of the colony enters and leaves. Can
you afford to turn a deal ear to Esper-
ancel I wish the people of Esperance
to have the power and privilege of con-
ducting that trade which the Premier
says they have at the present time.
Do not forget that you are legislating
for your own people, and that if you
adopt this motion you will be removing
the contention which must always have
discredited West Australia in the eyes of
outsiders. In putting this motion be.
fore the House, I do so with a full sense

that I have done my duty in the matter,
and that I have always been consistent.
I believe that the policy I advocated two
years ago wvas correct t -that Norseman
was meant for Esperance, and Esperance
for Norsemnan ; that the great eastern
goldfields are meant to serve and be
served ; and that vested interests are to
be protected not only in F"remantle, but
Esperance also. I hope the Govern
mient will not delay this matter, but wvill
say they will consider it next session.
If you are going to give way, why not at
once? I do not ask the Government
to enter into ny formal agreement
which will be at once ratified or accepted,
but let them receive offers, and conic to
the Assembly next year and say, "Here
is at bona fide offer to build a line." The
House can then ratify it. I ask the
Government to consider these offers in
the recess without committing them-
selves to anything, and let them come
down to Parliament next session and
say, "We will ask you to consider the
offers of certain people, and we believe
that the offers are genuine." As I say,
I am not asking the Government to let
contracts straight away. Let them con-
sider the matter, let them advertise to
the world that they axe open to reci ~e
bonn fide offers, which will come before
this House, so that the Assembly will
have a chance or considering and ratify-
ing thema, giving that which the Norse-
man people desire, and are entitled to,
and fulfilling the hopes upon which the
Esperance people have been building,
mnely that the legitimate trade of the
Norseman goldfields shall go through
the port of Eaperanca, I move this
motion, knowing it is well understood by
members, and that justice and logic are
on the side of these two sections of the
community ;tha~t port and that goldfield

Ma. KENNY: I beg to second the
motion.

Tnn PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): The member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran) has placed this mat-
ter before us in a& moderate and logical
manner. I am sure if there is one place
in the colony that has occupied more at-
tention than another in this House, it is
the town of Esperance. We have had
it over and over again here. Of course
it is my duty to consider the proposals
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of horp, members with regard to every
portion of the colony, but I must say
that the constant reiteration of trgu-
meats in favour of a. railway from Esper-
ave has occupied some considerable
time, not only in this session of Parlia-
meat, but two or three before. As I
have said several times, no sooner do
people get to Esperanc~e than they want
a railway. Before an ounce of gold was
exported, or a, few ounces, a railway was
required to Norseman., and it has gone on
ever since, until now we have had it
brought forward I do not know how many
times, by the member for East Cool-
gardie. -It has been said iery plausi-
bly that we have only to agree to this
proposition, and offers will be made at
one which will ensure the construction
of the line. My own opinion is that if
we agreed to this proposition we would
have no offers from any one. to construct
a railway.

Ma. ILLINGWORTW: No harm in agree-
ing them

Tnu PREMIER: I do not know about
that. My own opinion is that you will
not get any bona fide offers to put doFwn
£910,000 in aid of the things that are
expected to be done.

Mn. MORAN: Glive them a. chiance, at.
any rate.

Tha PREMIER: But there are other
people who want chances, all over the
colony. I suppose there are a hundred
projects in this colony that we mighit
just as well let everyone scramble for
and dive into in order to see if they can
miake any good out of them. AslIsaid be-
fore, my idea is that to build a railway
from Esperance to Norseman at the pre-
sent time would not pay, and to encou-
rage anyone to build it, unless we could
see ourselves that it would he likely to
pay, would not, in my opinion, he in the
interests of the colony. To encourage
people to enter an enterpDrise whichi, on the
face of it, does not give reasons for sup-
posing it will pay, only means inviting
people to enter on a scheme which would
end in disaster. It is all very well to
say that is for the promoters to decide.
If it only came upon the promoters, we
might say very little about it, but un-
fortunately it falls upon a lot of other
people, and ultimately rests upon the
colony. What does private enterprise

mean, in regard to a, project of this sort?1
It means that everything is uncertain at
the present time as to the cost of con-
struction, the location of the line, the
expenses, the premium or the plunder,
or the profits of the transection, these
being all things that have yet to be de-
cided upon ; and if we are to do what the
hon. member asks us to do in this case,
why should we not do it in regard to a
number of other enterprises which I will
mention directly? I say, unhesitatingly,
there has never been a bona fide offer
made to the Government in regard to
the construction of this railway; that
there has never been an offer made for
which the persons making it were able
to put down even £10,000; and thaz, ti~e
offers made have not been made by peo-
pie who, in nearly every instance, had
£10,000 to put down. My experience
in regard to such off ers eonrinis me that
it requires a. very substantial man, a
class of man who does not generally go
walking about Western Australia, to
make a bona ficie. offer to construct a
large work ; and although there have
been one or two such men, still we do not
find men generally willing to put down
a substantial sum, with the risk of their
not being able to float the project in
Landon when they take it there. We
know that the promoters who. come here
and make such offers really want to get
an agreement in their pockets with as
little expense to themselves as possible,
so that they may take it to the. old
country end get it underwritten by some
other speculative promoters, and the pro-
ject gets underwritten again and again
and yet agatin until finally it is launched
on the market heavily loaded with a price
that will repay all the speculative par-
ties for their expenditure and their risk,
and also enable them to make a consid-
erable profit out of those who ultimately
take umk the shares ; and we know the
original promoter, after making his prc-
fit, is quite content to let some one else
carry the burden. What is it that thist
motion really means? Tt means that
we are going to have our projects in this
colony hawked about all over England,
amongst financial people and speculative
persons. Tt means that the Govern-
ment of this colony will be regarded as
having come to the end of their tether,

Privale Enterprise.
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and that they are handing over all these
projects in the colony to any or every
speculative promoter who likes to take
them up. There are many other pro-
jects in this colony, besides the one men-
tioned, which might just as well be in-
cluded in the motion. It might be pro-
posed, for instance; that private enter-
prise should be invited to build a rail-
way to connect the Mount Leonora and
Mount Margaret districts with the other
eastern goldfields; that there should be
a railway built by private enterprise to
connect Lawlers with Mount Magnet;.
and it can be said that these places are
just as important as is the Norseman
goldfield, and that they are languishing
just as much for want of railway corn-
munication, The horn. member might
have said, in his motion, that we should
build a railway from Bridgetown to
Albany, through a fairly fertile. country
with large timber resources; he might
have said we will build a railway to Peak
Hill; and he might have gone on to deal
with several more places which are just
as important, and where it is as neces-
sary to make a line for connecting them
with our railway system as it is to cont-
nect Esperance with Norseman by a rail-
way. There are other places, besides
those I have mentioned, which have not
railway communication at the present
time, but are in need of it; and the hon.
member might have named a railway
from Pinjarrah to Marradong. In fact,
he might have included a lot of projects
in one advertisement, for constructing
railway lines in many parts of this colony,
and offering to hand over these projects
to anybody who would put down
L10,000.

MR. GEORGE: Even the Coolgardie
water scheme,

THrE PREMIER: He might have in-
cluded that. I say it is not so easy to get
people to take up private enterprises un-
less there is an immense amount of profit
attaching to them.

MR. MzoiN : What profit did the Mid-
land railway people get?

Thae PREMIER: I should be sorry to
say how much the original promoters got,
but they got a good deal.

A MfEmBR: And who carries the baby
now I

THn PREMIER: The original pro-
moters are not the persons who bear the
burden ultimately, but those who come
in after. We know that if a promoter
takes a private enterprise to London to
float it, and assuming that the work will
require £100,000 to construct it, the pro-
moter has to float that enterprise for
£i250,000, or something like that; and
we know that a private undertaking re-
quiring £100,000, whether a railway or a
gold mine, must be floated for more than
double that amount, to yield any profit
to those who undertake it.

MR. ILLINOWORTE: Quite Correct
'Thn PREXMIER: I do not think you

could get such an enterprise floated in
London for less than twice the amount
actually required for the work. Th is
piactice of loading private enterprises,
whether for railways or timber conces-
sions or other projects in this colony, has
caused great injury to the colony, because
those projects are loaded up to such an
extent that they cannot pay interest on
the loading. If an enterprise could be
floated at an amount equal to the actual
cost of the undertaking, it might pay very
well, and we know some which have kseen
floated would pay well on that basis ; but
when you double the capital, or more than
double it-and I could quote cases in
which more than ten times the amount
of the real capital required has been
loaded on the undertaking, and ib some
cases I believe the real amount of capital
has been increased a hundred times,
though as a rule these enterprises are
loaded with two or three times the amount
of capital actually required-when this is
the practice, what chance is there for such
projects to pay interest, unless that' are
of an exceptionally profitable kind, like
take View Console, or Ivanhoes, or
Boulder mines? What chance is there
to pay the interest on this terrible load-
ing of capital? It would be the same with
this project for building a railway to con-
nest Esperance with Norseman, for the
persons who got the concession would
have first to pay themselves by getting it
floated at a price greatly in excess of the
amount actually required for the under-
taking.

M.H. MoRAn: What about Great Britain,
America, and every other country where
they have private eterprise?
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TEUE PREMIER: I am dealing with
facts which are known to us.

Aft. WILSON: Would you be without
your timber companies?

THn PREMIER: I am saying that
some projects in the colony are loaded too
much; and can the hon. member deny
that there is too much loading on tbem?

ME. GEORGE: How could it be other-
wise, when you pay such a lot of experts
to report on them 7

ME. WiuoN: I quite agree they are
loaded too much, but that is no argument
against private enterprise.

THE PREMIER: I amn not opposed to
private enterprise, and have never been
opposed to it, for I should like to see it
encouraged ; but the unfortunate part is
that private enterprise in this colony and
private enterprise in a country like Eng-
land are altogether different things. You
do not get people to go into private enter-
prises in this colony as an investment, in
the same way that people in England in-
vest in English railways and such things.
You cannot get people in this colony to
float companies for carrying out under-
takings of a business charaicter, as is done
in England.

MR. VoSPRa: They make this country
a gambllling ground.

THE PREMIER: Otherwise I should be
glad to see private enterprise established
here, even with all the disadvantages sur-
rounding it, if we could have it on the
samne terms as exist in England. The
question of building railways is a very
important one for this colony, and I
quite appreciate the difference between
a land-grant railway and a railway where
no land grant is given. The only diffi-
culty is that a private railway, if it is to
be a benefit to those who undertake it and
a benefit to the colony, must be made a
profitable undertaking, b'eeause no pri-
vate company will run. a railway unless it
pays, and when it will not pay, that rail-
Way Must Stop; therefore we have to be
very careful in letting a, contract for con
structing a railway by private enterprise,
so as to see there is a good chance or its
being a. paying property; otherwise, al-
though the start may be all right, yet,
when the end comes it will reflect on the
colony and on everything connected with
it ;for whatever enterprise in the colony
is not prosperous must injure other enter-

prises and interests in the colony. All
those gold-mining properties which have
been floated by misrepresentation and
other improper meanre have reflected very
much on the colony and injured its cre-
dit. People do not think much of a place

IWhere they lose their money, and they
speak Wvell of a country in which they
have done well. As a rule, I have always
been opposed to private enterprise under-
taking the construction of our trunk lines
of railway; but I say, at the same time,
that I should not be opposed to feeders
of those lines being constructed by pri-
vate enterprise, under strict conditions.
We have a few such enterprises in this
colony already. There is the private rail-
way to the Canning sawmills; and, al-
though there are some complaints, and
the line does not do a grea deal of good
to the public, still it is capable of doing
more good under somewhat different
conditions, and it has at lecast
opened up that locality. There
is also a private railway to Denmark,
which perhaps under altered conditions
might do more for the district than
it is doing now, but it is a benefit to the
district at present. The railway from
Rockinghamn to Jarruhdale is not of much
use to the public, though it is a benefit
to the Jarrahdale Company, but. they
impose so many restrictions as to carry-
ing goods for the pulblic that its benefit
in that way is very smnall;: yet I hope that
state of things will soon be altered for the
better. All private enterprises of this kind,
if connected with the main truck lines, are
calculated to do great good ; but in order
to carry out thisa system we want a better
plan than that which exists now. We
must have some plan by which *.hese
private railways, as feeders to our main
huces, can be more easily undertaken
than at present ; for the present plan is,
firstly, to make suggestions as to an agree-
ment, then to get it confirmed by'Par-
liament, and afterwards to pass a Bill1
authorising the construction of the line ;
this procedure being altogether tedious
and troublesome. If we had a, general
Act for the constructi~n of railways in this
colony, something like that which is in
operation in Englandl, by which all condi-
tions governing the construction or rail-
ways are clearly set forth, then anyone
desiring to build a railway from A to B,
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or from C to D, might come to this House
with a, private Bill, asking to be allowed
to coistruct the railway named in it.
That would be a simple way of dealing
with such proposals, and Parliament
would have to deal1 only with the Bill
authorising the construction, of the par-
ticular line, as is the ease ix England;
and if this House thought it was desir-
able to have such a feeder to the trunk
lines of the colony, the construction would
be authorised by passing the Bill. That
would be a goad plan, especially in re-
gard to many of the timber districts,
where railways are required, and where
a private line has to connect with a Gov-
erment railway and hasQ to run the local
traio many miles over that railway. I
am prepared to give that matter conside-
ration during the recess, because I recoig-
nise that, as the country increases, and
as the industries of the colony increase,
the demand for these communications are
reall1y greater than it is-likely the Gov-
ernment will be able to carry out at once
and if private persons are willing to un-
dertake such works on reasonable termis
and conditions to be laid down in EL gene-
ral Act governing the construction of rail-
ways, and providing that alter a number
of years the Government shall have the-
right of purchase, or after a, still longer
number of years, the railway shell come
back to the Government, and that, in any
ease, the Government should abways have
the right of purchase-

Ma. GoNOLUr: Then why do you not
su pport the, motionI

Tm PRE1WIER: Because I do not see
any chance of getting through the oroject
this session. There would hase to be the
passing of a. resolution in this House and
in another place, and we should have to,
prepare an agreement which must be an-
proved, and a Bill] would have to be passed
for autlibrising the construction of the
line ; and no one will tell me there is
time to do all these things in the present
session. And, apart from that, I have
told this House over and over agrain. that,
in my opinion, the proper thingr for us to
do, in the interests of the colonty, is to
con-nect the Norsemnan goldfield with the
general railway system of the colonyv, and
I do not think that this light line of rail-
way would be of anything like the same
use, to the N-orsemnan goldfield as would a

railway from Goalgardie, connecting that
groldfield with the other goldfields of the
colony, and with the general railway sys-
tern. Having formed that opinion, I ami
not likely to change it in a short time.

Ma. LEAnE: You tore doywn your
opinions the other day.

Thm PREMIER : I am not going to
change them to-night. The proper thing
for us is to connect the Noraeman gold-
fields with the railway system of the
colony, and bring them into close contact
with the eastern goldfields, and with the
population of the metropolis and the
central harbour of the colony. The
mover of this motion is very anxious to
aist the people of Norseman, but he

will assist them only in the way he likes,
and he is not willing to assist them in any
other way.

Mla- CoxoImr: In the way they want.
Tunv PREMIER: No. They do not

wvant to be connected with an isolated
port, where they will have no means of
communicating with other parts of Wes-
tern Australia, and will have no connec-
tion with the, general raihvay system of
the colony. The mover of this motion
did not vote for a survey of a, railway to
connect Norseman and Coolgardie, and
I suppose he believed, that his way is the
only right way. My idea is that, if Worse-
man is so much in need of railway com-
munication as the hon. member states,
then be should have voted for the survey
of af line to connect Coolgardie. with
Norseman, rather than have no railway at
all.

Ma. Moa.&z: What good would a sur-
vey doI

Tnj PREMIER:- I have, advocated a
railway from Coolgardie. to Norseman,
and I desire to see it constructed as soon
as possible, but I am not going to say
that the existence of Norseman as aL gold-
field depends on a railway being con-
structed at once. My idea is that this
goidfield can manage to exist and do -well
without a railway at presentI though not
so well as if a. railway existed. This
goldfield is not in a worse position than
the Mount Leonora, and M.~ount 'Margaret
goldfield, and we look for great things
from those districts and all the way usp
to Lawlers, to Mount Sir Samuel, and out
to Lake Way, which are situated far
worse than Norseman in regard to means
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or communication. There. are places
other then Norseman which want facili-
ties of transit and means of quick com-
munication; and we are looking for great
advances in those places I have men-
1 smned, and they have no railway town-
inunication. One would think the
Norseman goldfield was the centr6 of the
world, that Esperance was the only penL
in the world, and that this goldfield must
be connected with that port or the
country would be ruined. I say that
neither Esperanee nor Norseman is de-
pendent at the present time on a railvy
being constructed, and I am sure Esper-
ance can carry on very well without roil-
way communication.

Ma. MoRuN:- After you have built a
Line.

T~m PREMIER : No; because Esper-
ance is dependent en the Norseman
traffic.

MR- CoNoiLY: No more than Fre-
mantle is dependent on the goldfields
traffic.

ThE PREMIER: Fremantle existed a
great while without railway communica-
tion. with the, goldfields, and Esperauce
can exist too. You may read in the news-
papers of people going away from Esper-
anue, and attempts are wnade to throw
the blame on the Government because
these people are going away; hut I say
the reason is that the trade of Norseman
has not been sufficient to keep all thei
people a~. Esperance "'ho were there dur-
ing the last 12 months. The town of Es-
perance came into existence during the
boom time, and now it has came down
to normal conditions, and the population.
has decreased.

Ma. CONOLIX: You cannot divide the
traffic.

Tax PREMIER: Is it wise to divide
it? We have done a, good deal for keeping
open the road between Esperance and
Norseman. When I was down there, we
were spending between £,1,000 and
£2,000 a. year merely in keeping the con-
densers going on the road, at a time
when there were not five teams upon it.

Ma. MORAX: Unnecessary expense.
Thu PREMIER : Unnecessary ex-

pense? Let us take the condensers away,
and we will see what the people wvilI say.
We certainly ought to, take them away,

kecause we are paying for them, and

they are not being used to any greal
Iextent.

MR ratyTEAKE:CO Y o O build e

That is a. funny argument!
Tnm PREMIER: Certainly I would.

Why is it funny? I said Esperance, not
Norseman, had formerly a. populatior
of 1,500 people, who had a market at
Norseman, with its 1,200 people all told.
Cannot anyone see there are too many
people at Esperance for the small market
at Noreemani Things have now resumed
their normal condition, and as there is
not enough trade at Eaperance, -Ponle
are going away. The people might have
seen ithat for themselves, unless they
were prepared for a very large develop-
ment at Norseman, which, of course, has
not taken place. I would like to point
out that the credit of the colony, what-
ever some hon. members may think to
the contrary, is mixed up with the ques-
tion of the success of the enterprises
started in it. If we encourage people to
oome here, and to gro into enterprisies
which will not pay, depend upon it we
will get no credit by so doing. If, on the
ether hand, we lend our aid and assist-
ance to projects that will pay, and which
we are satisfied are band fide, then if
success follows, as we hope and believe it
will, great good will result to the colony.
We see even now the difficulty we have
in regard to a project floated years ago,
and which is now a going concern-the
Midland Railway. That railway is run-
ning every day, and doing good to the
colony, no doubt; but because the Gov-
'erment propose to make regulations
dealing with the coal on the Midland
Company's. lands, which never was given
to the company, which does not belong
to them, but belongs to the Crown-be-
cause we propose to make a law by which
the Crown can take its own, there is, a
great howl in London.

MR. MORAN: That is all out of court.
Tha PREMIER: It does not matter;

it shows that if you get enterprises, and
they languish and do not pay, you can
soon bring discredit en this colony, even
though you- are altogether blameless.

Ma. VosERa: Any excuse is good
enough for a company-monger, a" a rule.

Tim PREMIER: I do not wish to say
a, word, or to be understood as saying I
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ami opposed to private enterprise
in every shape. We may very well
encourage private enterprise, even
in constructing feeders for our railways;
and certainly we should encourage private
industries in every way we can-in gold-
mining, in smelting,,- in timber-cutting,
in manufacturing, and in every possible
way, so as to build up a, self-supporting
community, and providea occupation and
employment for large numbers of people.
But I think we have to go into this matter
very carefully. We must not do it in
the way the hon. member proposes, by
passing a resolution that proposals should
be favourably entertained if someone will
put down L10,000 to build a railway.

MR. MORNx: That is not a fair para-
phrase of my motion.

TBL PREMIER: It seems to me that,
when we enter into this matter, wve must&
do so very carefully, and not too quickly.
If some persona aire so eager to build a
railway from Esperance to Norseman, or
anywbere else, why have they not ap-
proached this House with a. private Bill,
letting us know on what terms and con-
ditions they wish to build the line?
They have had plenty of time to do so.
I have, said over and over again, during
the last year, to the persons who ap-
proached me with projects of this sort:
"Introduce a private Bill; let us know
what you w'ant and are prepared to do :
and Parliament will then be able to deal
with it."

MR. LEAnE: You have always set your
face against it.

TBE PREMIER: I do not think I have.
MR. LEAKS: Always.
Tm PREMIER: If I had set may face

against it, I do not see how that would
prevent the introduction of a private
Bill. Let us know what they propose to
do. My experience of the promoter is
that he does not want anything for him-
self, but only wants liberty to build a
railway.

MR. MORNn: Who has developed the
goldfields all over the colony?

THE PREMIER: The Government
have helped materially, by giving effec-
tive means (if transit.

Mn. MORAN: You have never opened
Bmine.

Tnr PREMIER: We have never actu-
ally gone in for mining; but we have not

had gold-mining people offering us
£10,000 to be allowed to open up a mine.
But in regard to railway communication,
lots of people have expressed their will-
ingness to build a railway anywhere, soi
long as the deposit is not too big, and
so long as they can have it in their power
to hawk the scheme all over London.

N. MORAN: I prevent that by my
mnotion.

Tim PREMIER: If you take too strong
means to prevent it, you will get no one
to help you; because, as I said before,
people who are able to pay down £10,000
in cash, on the risk of floating a company
in London, are very few and fa-r between.

MR- CoNouLr: Therefore the risk is
good enough.

TnE PREMIER: My own opinion is
that if you passed this motion to-night
you would not find anyone--even. my
friend the member for Dundae (Mr.
Conolly) does not know a, single man who
would put down £10,000 for this project.

Mn- CONouLy: I do.
TBE PREMIER: Well, I do not doubt

the hon. mnembet's veracity; but I say
there is not a man here in these colonies
who, has got £10,000 to risk on the on-
struction of a railway from Esperance, to
Norseman.

Mn. CoyouLy: You try it.
Tax PREMIER: I have had lots of

offers of this sort -before, and I know they
cannot do it. We always find a great dif-
ficulty when it comes to the scratch.
Be that as it may, I am not prepared to-
night to support this proposal, because
I believe the best course for us to pursue,
if we want to encourage private eater-
prive, is to encourage it in the direction
of building a railway from Coolgardie to
Norseman.

MR. MORAN: You are going to do iG
next year by a, Bill.

Til PREMIER: Yes.
MR. CONOLLY (Dundas): I have

listened with a great interest to the
opinions the Premier has expressed in
his speech. I may say I am not alto-
gether surprised, although I am some-
what disappointed, that he could not find
anything fresh to say-anything that he
has not already reiterated and repeated
to this House. Hie has certainly brought
forward his old arguments against priv-
ate enterprise, although I do not think
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that even from his standpoint he has
worked them out as forcibly as he might
possibly have done. Still, I would like
to say that, in supporting this motion, I
would not support it now so wvarmily if
the Premier carried out the policy which
he announced at the beginning of this
session, of constructing a, line from Cool-
gardia to Norseman. At that time I told
him, and he knew that I, as member for
that district, was quite prepared in every
way to give him fair and loyal support on
that question; and if now I support this
mnotion as it has been placed before the
House, it is because the Premier has not
only abrogated the intention of the Gov-
ernment to construct the line from Cool-
gardie to Norseman, but because there i3,
nt possibility whatever of constructing it
in the future. That is wvhy I am support-
ing this proposal; because I know, andI
think every member of this House knows,
and possibly nobody knows better than
the Premier himself, that next year the
colony, in all probability, wiUl be in no
better position to carry out the line from
Coolgardie to Norseman than it is at the
present moment; and this is the reason
why I aon now supporting the motion so
ably introduced by the member for East
Coolgardie.

THE PuEmER: Why not treat that ad
at private line?

MR. CONOLLY: Because nobody
would build it ; and the Premier knowvs
that. But I would like to say a few
words in reference to the Premier's pro
position to construct the Coolgardie-
Norseman line. He is perfectly safe in
nailing his colors to the mast.

MR. VosErs: You mean the stump of
a mast.

MR. LEARE: And upside down, as a
signal of distress.

MR. CONOLLY: The right hon. gentle-
mian has called it a mast, and out of de-
ference to him I shall continue to call it
so. Still, I should like to say he is wise
in making this statement, for he knows
that as long as he keeps those colours to I
the mast, that line from Coolgardie to
Norseman will never be, constructed. t ce
knows that; and I regret very much to
note that, with the knowledge which he
must possess on that subject, he still re-
iterates the statement that he desires to
give Norseman a railway, and that he is

I the friend of Esperance. The Premier
has stated that the Esperance and Norse-
inun people asked for the railway three
or four years ago. I should like to ask
him, with all due deference, was that re-
quest justified or was it not?

THE PREnERH: No; it Was not.
MR. CONOLLY: Surely anyone must

acknowledg e that the demand wvas justi-
fled-that the development on that field
justified the request; and what is more,
that request was placed before the Pre-
mier at a time when, had it been granted,
it would have been of the most para-
mount advantage to that. field; because
it would have enabled all the develop-
ments which have since taken place on
that field to have been carried out at an
infinitely snmaller cost. But what was the
reply given to them? The reply was:
'Turn out the g-Old, and then we will
give you a line; it is time enough to ask
for a line when you have the gold." They
have turned this gold out for the last two
years; and what do we find the Premier
doing now? He is bringing a motion in
to construct a line. which he will never be
able to carry out. Ho brings in a pro-
posal, and repudiates it six weeks after-
wards. That is the manner in which the
right hon. gentleman fulfils his promises
to the Norseman goldfield. I would ask
this House, has the goldfield carried out
its portion of the contract? Has it pro-
duced that gold? The Norseman people
have proved the permanent stability and
wealth of the field. I have only to quote
the Premises words to prove that. He
acknowledges that the field is a rich
field. He has stated on the floor of the
House that it was worthy of a, railway.
Tbhen why does he not grant them, not
only what he, has promised, but what he
has acknowledged is their fair due?
Why? IBecause the Government have
no nioney; because the country has no
money. :Ta

Tim PunEn:Ta was not the
reason. You should not put it so badly
as that.

MR. COXOLLY: You have no mioney.
If not, wb5 did you not stick to your
policy? If you bad the money, why' did
not the Premier stick to the olicy fore-
shadowed In the, Governor's Sneech?
What reason can he assig-n for the repu-
diation?
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THE PREMIER: Because I wanted to go
a little more slowly.

MR. CONOLLY: It is at pity the hon.
gentleman did not think of going ax little
more slowly before bringing in the Gov-
ernor's Speech. Surely he thought about
it a. little late in the day. What was it
that caused that wonderful revolution in
the direction of calution in the hon.
gentleman's mind-to go more slowly,
after committing the Government to cer-
tain works? Not till then did he think
of going a little slowly.

Tia PEnnR: The money had not been
voted.

MR. CONOLLY : Exactly-want, of
mioney.

THE Punuin: The Opposition did that.
Ma. CONOLLY: No, sir; it was your

Governmient that did it.
Tan Pasanna: The Opposition did it

with their libels en the colony.
MR. ILLINOWORTE: That is too. thin.
MR. CONOLLsY: To return to this

motion: surely anyone, reading it in an
impartial spirit-with any sincere desire
to solve what undoubtedly is a rather
diffiuult question, that is at true and
sincere desire, such at desire as the Pre-
inier has so often expressed-surely he
must allow that this motion is a reason-
able one. It is not an extreme proposal.
The motion, if ipasse cannot do ainy
harm, and may do a great deal of good.
It would be the mens of giving the
Norsemuan field that which the Premier
promised it, and it would be the means
of doing it without any undue cost to the
country, and without interfering in any
shape or form with the vested and
established interests in other portions of
the colony. That is, what this motion
would achieve if the Government sup-
ported it. With these ends. in view, it
must assuredly be disappointing, more
especially to those people who have al-
ways held the Premier in such high
esteem, in view of the statements be has
so often been reported as making, to
hear the uncompromising- opposition to
this project in his speech tonight. lie
knew that he broug-ht dlown a policy which
he subsequently repudiated. He will not
construct the line to Norsemamn- and,
what is worse, he will not allow Anyone
else to do so. And yet, on the top of that,
he says he is the friend of the Norseman

and the Esperance people, and that he
would assist them. How can he ma.ke

Ithese statemients coincide and agree7 I
would be sorry to say that they are
typical of the usual methods of a gfentle-
man occupying such a high and respons-

IibFle position as the Th-emier of Western
Australia. I should like to ay a few
additional words with reference to the
offers the Premier has had, and which he
stated in this House were not bond fie
offers. I now ask the right hon.
gentleman what steps he took to find out
whether they were bond fid offers? Did
he take any steps, or did he heat- the
offers, and out of hand refuse them,
without taking the trouble to find out
whether they were bond fidel Did he
give the Parliament of this colony any
opportunity of judging of their bondl fibs 7
No; he never brought them before Par-
liament. Why not? Not because he was
against private enterprise ; oh, no! The
right hon. gentleman tells, you he is
in favour of private enterprise. But whet
steps did he take to find cut whether the
offers were band fide or not? Again, he
says hie does not think that if this motion
were carried, any private syndicate would
be found to carry out the work. Then
why his objection to the motion? If no
bond Mle offer were made, the project
would fall to the ground. It would do
nobody any harm, because it would affect
nobody. Why object to it? Hera is an
offer, here is a proposition, embodying
at deposit of £10,000, this being an
amjount which the Premier states there
are not many people in the colony w'alk-
ing about with, and yet he will not accept
that deposit as an indication of bond
fides. He states himself there are not
many who are willing to, deposit it.

THE PREMIER:. I readily admit that.
MR. CONOLLY: Surely anyone who

will deposit that amount is a, bnd fide
applicant. Why does not the Premier
say, boldly and openly, that he is not
in favour of private enterprise? He will
cloak his statements with an assertion
that be is in favour of private enterprise,
and yet he will not vote for this motion.
We might have exoected something hotter
from the leader of the Government than
two such diametrically contradictory
statements. He is not in favour of private
enterprise, for if he had been he would
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not have delivered the speech he made
to-night. Why does he not say he is not
in favour of private enterprisel Because
he cannot logically support his round.
But, then, another argument is a. sur-
prising one, coming fromn the lips of the
Premier of the colony. The right hon.
gentleman says that you cannot find men
with enough money to carry out such a
big work as this. Hat, anyone in the
commercial or industrial, section of any
country ever known of such a big work
being carried out by one individual 1
Does he expect any individual to come
forward and say, "I will expend
£120,0007"

Tu PasiUxa: I do not think I said
that,

1kft. CONGILiT: The right hon. gentle-
man saidI that there were not many
people who had £10,000.

Thum PREiMR:- To put in an enterprise
like this.

Ma. CONOLLY: Consequently any-
body who had £10,000 might be, con-
sidered. a b6n4 fide applicant.

Tnz PREMuIER: Certainly.
MR. CONOLLY: Then why do you ob-

jeet7 You acknowledge the deposit of
£10,000 is an indication of a. bond, fide
offer-

Tmin Nnnni: I said my opinion was
it was not the hest way to build a railway
from Norseman.

MR. CONOLLY: The Premier is quite
right. The best is not to build it at all.
That is what the Premier is going to do,
and he haa gone the very best way about
it- He could not possibly have done it
better.

A MEMBERn: It is a pity you did not dis-
cover it embler.

Mn. CONOLLY: You do not know what
I discovered.

A MEMBER: What use did you. make of
it?

MR. CONOLLY: I bad my suspicions,
but att the same time I was quite, willing
to give the Premier and the Government
the benefit of whatever doubt there was.
He said: "My Government is prepared to
construct the, line from Ccolgardie, to
Norseman." I am at the present mo-
ment the member for that disitrict, and
it was my duty to give him the beniefit of
what doubt there might have been. I
would not have been consistent if I had

opposed the Government proposal. I
should not be voting for this motion if
the Premier had not repudiated that
policy.

TnB PREMIR: I have not repudiated
it. I only postponed it.

MR. CONOLLY: That may sound very
weUl to the ears of people outside this
House, but it will not do for members
here.

MIR. LEASE: Why did you not propose
to postpone the Governor's speech I

MR. CONOLLY: Ile postponement of
the Governor's speech would have given
them timeD to thibk of going a, little
slower. I cannot say anything with re-
ferenco to this line which has not been
said far more eloquently and far more
forcibly, by the member who brought in
the motion, but I wish to place firmly
and emphatically before the House my
reason for taking this step-that I do not
believe the Premier hes any intention
whatever of constructing the Norseman
to Coolgardie line.

TiE Punuzrn:. I do not think you are
justified in saying that.

MR. CONOLLY: I am justified thus
far, that I and other members can look
ahead with a very fair idea, of thle finan-
eii' condition, of this country;' and pos-
sibly every man except the Premier him-
self can reason out fairly to his own satis-
faction what the state of affairs will be
at the conclusion of this financial year.

Taxz PREMIER:; That does not justify
your saying I do not want to do it.

A MlEMBER: Oh, yes it does.
MAR CONOLLY: You cannot do it,

and you know you cannot do it.
Tax PR.EymI: Even supposing I can-

not, I do not think it justifies your saying
I do not want to do it.

MR. CONOLLY: When you cannot do
it, and you know you cannot do it, there
is not much difference in saying you do
not want to do it.

A MEMBEMR: Why does he not let some-
one else do it?

MAf. CONOLLY: Naturally I feel a
little warm on this subject, and what I
say may reflect my feelings on the mat-
ter, but I have no dc~ire to, do the right
lhon. tentileman any injustice. I never
hatve a desire to do so.

TERE FEmCER: Hear, hear.

Private Enleqriee.
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ME. CONOLLY: But I cannot logically
take up any other position. He brings
in a policy and repudiates it.

MEn PREMER: No; I do not repudiate
it,

MR. CONOLLY: He says, "I want to
construct the line, but I shall not be able
to do it," and he will not let anyone else
do it,

A MEMBER: This House will not have
a survey of the line.

MR. CONOLLY: They wanted to have
a survey.

TBB PREMER: Who was it opposed it'?
M 'y friend opposite.

MR. CONOLLY: I will tell you who
opposed the Coolgardie, and Norseman
line-the people from whom you desire
to get your support.

TnR Pnrnnxa: Who are they?
MR. CONOLLY: The Frenmantle and

Perth people. You have lost the support
of the Fremantle and Perth people which
you thought you would get, and you
never got the support of the goldfields
people, whom you thought you could do
without.

Tnr PREMIER: We carred it by one.
Mr-. CONOLLY: You carried it by my

vote.
TIE SPEARER: I wish to draw the

attention of the hon. member to the fact
that he is addressing a member of this
House. Every member is expected to
address the Speaker, and not allude to
any other member as if addressing him.

Mit. CONOLLY: I apologise; but I
may be allowed to say a few words. I
had provocation in the shape of interrup-
tion, which was rather severe. I was
being interrupted on all sides, and, hadt
it not been for that, I could have gone
on without fear of infringing the rules of
the House. I can. only express my regret
that they have been so infringed. I
regret the attitude the Premier has taken
on this question, and I think his actions
might have been more consistent with
his; wishes than they have been. I
will leave the question to the final deci-
sion of the House.

MR. VOSPER (North-East Coolgardie):
I cannot help offering- a weed of sym-
pathy to the member who has just re-
Eumed his seat, as I always do when I
rise to speak on the subject of a, railway
to Norseman. During the last three

months, Esperance has been betrayed,
the hon. member has been betrayed,
and Norseman has been betrayed, First
of all, Esperance was told in an indirect
way that the line was to be between
Esnerance and Norseman.

tHE PREMIER: Who told you that I
You always repeat what I deny twenty
times&

MR. VOSPER: I can only go by the
weight of testimony in these matters.
I have no proof that the right hon. gentle-
man said so directly. I believe he is too
clever to say a. thing of that sort so as
to leave himself no loophole; but mem-
bers, as well, as the people of Norseman,
understood him in. that way. Subse-
quently the line was promised to Norse-
man from Coolgardie, and a nrolnise was
made in the most expressive manner to
the member for Dundas. I say all three
parties have been betrayed. What the
hon. member said as to Norseman keep-
ing to, the contract is perfectly true. It
isoalso true that the hon. member has
kept his contract with the Government,
and has voted for them. I do not wish
to offer any advice to the member for
flundas, but if he would speak as strongly
and consistently as he has done to-night,
he would have a. far better chance of
keeping the Government to their pledges
more than they have been. kept to them
in the past. I do not know bow, after the
speech he has made to-night, he can con-
tinue to support the Government, who
have betrayed all his hopes, ruined all
his desires, and left the constituency in
a far worse position than it wvas in some
time ago. Coming to the motion before
the Rouse, I must confess that I feel
rather puzzled as to how a man expressing
the views I hold., and believing in the
principles I have advocated in this House
since my first entry into it, and which
I held long before, can vote. The motion
itself is a very simple one. It lends us
to the principle of assenting to the con-
struction of a private railway from Esper-
ance, to Norseman, in the event of a per-
son or a number of persons coming for-
ward and offering to construct that line ;
but the member for East Coolgardie (Mr.
Morae), who moved this motion, seemed
to pledge the supporters of the motion
to a great deal more than I personally
would be willing to assent to, or would
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think of supporting for a single moment.
In the first place, he said that the pass-
ing of this motion would grive a, peria-
neat quietus to the cry in favour of a
line from Esperanee to the toolgardie
groldfields, but I believe I have been one
of the most consistent and persistent ad-
vocates of that line, and I think I was
the first1 or one of the first, persons in
the colony to suggest its construction.
When it was first suggested the'sole idca
was a, geographical one. Norseman as a.
goldfield was unknown, and Esperance
was undeveloped. It was obvious that,
provided there was a reasonably good
harbour in Esperance Bay, the goldfields
would be best served by a railway from
Esperance rather than, by a continuation
of the line from Fremantle.

MR, MUoRNs: Are you prepared to ad-
vocate that nowv I

Mu. VOSPER: I ami not prepared to
advocate any line in face of the state-
nient that the Government have not,
the money to mnake it. As I say, I have
always advocated the construction of this
Esperanto to Coolgardie railway, yet I
am told by the mover of this motion
that if this motion passes lieh House it
will be a final checkmnate to the demand
for railwaty communication between Es-
perance and Coolgardie-

MEL. MORlAN. Woulfl it?
.MR. VOSPER: That is what I am told

by the, hon. member. If that is the case
it is a strong reason, perhaps, for some
Fremantle and Perth members to vote
for the motion, and for me to vote against
it.

MuI. MORLAN: You do not study Norse-
man with the other fields.

Ma. VOSPER: I have always looked
upon Norsema~n as a mere bagatelle in
the matter, the idea I have always had
before me being that of direct com-
mnunication between the goldfields and
Esperanee. As for Norseman itself, it is
a flourishing place, and deserves the good
things sad about it; but the position
of Norseman in this matter is a. purely
secondary one. If I held the same view
as the member for East Coolgardie I
should be obliged to vote, agrainst the
motion, but I do not believe the c on-
struction of this light line or tramway
will destroy all hope of getting a, railway
from Coolgardie to Esp~-raiee. I believe

that the benefits of the line I have ad-
vocated wilt be so clearly shown to the
people of Norseman and Esperance thai
by-and-by it wilt be only a, question of
time when a broad gauge line will be
made, and despite all that Perth and Fro
mantle will do to the contrary, the gold'
fields trade will take its natural channel.

Ma. MOANs : What trade will it be I
MR. VOSPER: Very much larger than3

at present. I agree with the member for
East Coolgardie, and other members,
that the opening up of this natural chan-
nel can have no evil effect upon Perth
and Fremantle. I believe that the more
communication is opened up with the
more remote parts of the country, the
greater that seaport must become When
the railway between London and Liver-
poet was proposed, there was an outcry
that Liverpool would grow and London
would sink. We know how absurd that
would be, and exactly the same cry has
been raised about every railway of an
important and national character. Surely
the tremendous opposition made in the
United States to the Canadian-Pacific
Railway is a, good proof of that. There
were people who objected that Chicago,
St. Louis, Milwaukee, and other places
would be destroyed if that line were con-
structed. The line has been constructed,
and as far as I know those places are no
nearer bankruptcy than they were before,

Mn. MoRAN : All private enterprise.
MR. VOSPER: All private enterprise.

I think, however, it is admitted there are
gra difcute in regard to the eon-

straton.ofrailways by private, enter-
prise, and some railways are an example
of wvhat private enterprise can do if car-
ried too fa. I would like to mention
another cause of embarrassment. On
the 28th of October last, in this House, I
said on the question of private enterprise
ir. regard to the Coolgardie water scheme :

1, for my part, would never give support to
anything of the sort. I believe that of all
the damnable inventions ever devised for the
upsetting of frece institutions and the destine.
tion of free states, this sn-called priate en-
terprise in regard to national works is one
of the very wenst.

I do not think a man could be muc~h
more emphatic than that; therefore, if
I give a vote for this motion, I will have
to afford an exceedingly good reason for
it. The ideas of the mover of this motion

Private E)derprise,
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are exactly contradictory to my own, and
yet I feel to a certain extent compelled
to support him. In any case, I wont to
point out the extreme difficulty in which
some members find themselves, in voting0
on a, motion of this kind. The whole
principle becomes so tangled, that it is
difficult to. give a, vote consistently with
one~e conscience. I could not help being
struck with some of the Premier's re-
marks in reply to the mover of this
motion. The Premier's first statement
wiathat aline from Esperance to Norse-
man would not pay, yet a little while
Since we were informed through the Gov-
ernorsa speech, and in subsequent
speeches made by the, Premier, that
while a line from Esperance to Yo rsema~n
would not pay, yet a line from Coolgardie
to) Norseman would pay; and this latter
line was to be a feeder to, our main trunk
railway, and was to bring increased
trade to our railway system and
to the harbour at Fremantle. This prac-
ticaly means that, if we construct 120
miles of railway aver the most difficult
country in the colony, except the Darling
Ranges, and running through an ab-
solutely dry country, where the engineer-
ing difficulties are of the worst character,
such a line is going to, pay dividends,
while on the other hand a. simple line of
railway to be laid over 120 miles of sand-
bed for the most part, and to cost far less
in construction, is a line that is never
going to pay. I cannot understand where
the Government have got their facts from.
Either the Premier must be hoodwinking
the House at this stage, or ther Govern-
ment were doing so a little while ago
when the same matter was being debated.
I maintain that you cannot construct a
railway from Coolgardie to Norseman at
a less cost than £3,000 per mile, and
probably more than that.

TiE COMMISSIONER or RAILWAYS:
The estimate is £2,300 a mile.

MRs. VOSFER: I contend that, when
a survey comes to, be made, it will show
that the proposed line from Coolgardie to
Norseman cannot be made for twice that
sum. I have been over the whole country
two or three times, and I say that for at
least 50 miles on the lower side the line
must rum through lake-beds and swampy
country, or if it be taken off the beaten
track it must go through worse country

on the higher side, where the track will
be over mountains and gullies, which are
Still more impracticable than going
through the lakes. I do not see that
there is any excuse for the Government
having advocated a, hune of this sort, al ter
having advocated that a, lina from Esper-
ance too Norseman cannot pay. Then
again the plea, raised by the Premier on
behalf of the promoter of private enter-
prise was one of the most amusing things
I have heard from the right honourable
gentleman, who professes to be opposed
to private enterprise. It seems that the
promoter of a company for constructing
a railway by private enterprise must not
be permitted to take the risk of his
undgwrtaking, because he may possibty
lose money over it, and that loss may
jeopardise the credit of this country;
but, on the other hand, the country may
take the risk of loss, however great that
loss is likely to be. I do not think that
line of policy is patriotic, or that it is
just or honest; and I do not think we
should be more willing to protect the pro-
moter of private enterprise, than we are
to protect the, local taxpayer in rcgard
to any possible loss resulting from a&work
of this. kind. As to the private, enter-
prise systemn in England, there is no
doubt that one of the worst features of
private enterprise is the over-capitaisa-
tion of companies that are, floated on the
market; for we find that, in all1 directions
private enterprises, which are sent home
for flotation, say at £50,000 for a par-
ticular undertaking, will be put on tim:
market in England at a, quarter of a mil-
lion of nomina capital. This kind of en-
terprise has no doubt done a great
amount of harm to this colony, as it will
do anywhere; and the great fear is that
it may reduce us to, the position we see
in some parts of America where great
works and undertakings are absolutely
in the hands of foreign capitalists or
foreign liquidators. Take the Republic
of Peru, a-nd there we see the Govern-
ment have built some railways out of
public funds, and that for other under-
takings they gave concessions, and in
Some cases they ha-ve, given guarantees.

*the same as was given in this colony in
the case of the Midland Railway Com-
pany. The result of that system is that

*the whole of the railway lines of Penu
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have been handed over to a French and
English syndicate for a period of 50
years, so that the syndicate may redeem
a portion of the debt due to foreign
bond-holders who have invested money in
those undertakings. If there is any un-
due extension of private enterprise in this
colony, we shall, to some extent, be court-
ing the same fate.

MR. MORAN: Why not quote Great Bri-
tain?

1MR. VOSPER: The case in Great Bri-
tain is very different; for a man who
goes into a colonial enterprise as an in-
vestor does so without any means of as-
certaining the facts surrounding the
undertakingm and he puts money into it
a a gambling enterprise, whereas in Eng-
land he goes into an undertaking in that
country as a matter of business, being in
a position to make enquiries and ascer-
tain facts, and he is content with less in-
terest because he does not regard that as
a gamnbling speculation. Great Britain
is rich in natural resources and material
wealth.

MR. MORAN: Rich per head of popula-
tion, do you mean? That is nonsense.

MR. VOSPER: Any man who under-
stands the conditions will say there is no
richer piece of ground in the world than
the British Isles.

MR. Moay: They could not support
their own population for a week, with
their own produce.

MR. VOSPER: The reason is plain,
for if a man can make 25s. a week out o f
smelting iron or digging coal, he is not
going to make 10s. a week by growing
agricultural produce. It has been estimaf-
ted, by persons competent to know, that
if the land of England were cultivated
properly, it could support twice its pre-
sent population. There are many por-
tions of India and China with fai- inferior
soil, which do support twice the popula-
tion per square mile as compared with the
population in the British Isles and the
area, Very often when we enter into
private enterprises, without having made
proper terms, we are liable to be 'slip-
ped up;" and it should be remembered
that the man who makes a business o!
promoting companies becomes a specia-
list in that line of operation, and his wits
get sharpened in it. Besides, the ten-
dency is that where a large number of

these companies come to work the under-
takings in a country that is poor and un-
developed, the persons managing those
companies get hold of those undertakings,
and in the long run, instead of the Gov-
ernment controlling the country, those
persons control the Government. That
is the fate of countries in parts of
America at the present time, and especi-
ally where the Governments have given
too free a scope to private enterprise; so
that I do not think the American people
have much to boaet of in that way.
The Premier was inconsistent in saying
that, although he is opposed to private
enterprise, yet he is willing to allow 7t
to come in here and construct railways
as feeders to our main trunk lines. Surely
if the principle as to private enterprise
is bad in itself, it cannot be good in the
way he proposes to apply it; and if it is
not applicable to a narrow gauge line like
that proposed between Esperance and
Norseman, how much more is it not ap-
plicable to those so-called feeders which
are to bring traffic to the main trunk
lines of the colony? Whatever objec-
tion attaches to a line like that proposed
in the motion. must attach to lines like
those suggested by the Premier. We
have been told that the Government can-
not, or will not, at the present time under-
take the construction of a railway from
Norseman to Esperance; but the Premier
is willing to hand over the construction
of a railway from Pinjarrah to Marra,-
doug, and he said he was in favour of
that being undertaken by private enter-
prise as a&feeder to the main line, because
he regards that as a case of necessity;
but I say, here is a case of necessity in
regard to a line between Norseman and
Esperance, for there we are, hampering
the development of a great goldfield, and
we are absolutely ruining the population
of a coast town which ought to be al-
lowved to exist, and the people of which
are entitled to our protection- The Pre-
mier says he will consent to private en-
terprise in a. case of necessity ; and surely
a strong ease of necessity has been made
out in favour of this motion, because it
is a parallel case to the one which the
Premier himself suggested. I com-
mnenced my remark,, by saying I was some-
what puzzled as to how I should vote on
this motion. Here is a, proposal which
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lays down that a. line shall be constructed
on very fair terms from an isolated port
to an isolated goldfield, and it is going, to
serve the purpose of feeding and develop-
ing that goldfield, ad that goldfield only.
Personally, I have hopes that a railway
will lafterwards !be, onstruete4 by the
Government and carried on from Norse-
man to Coolgardie; but that question i4
not raised in this motion. The N~orse-
man goldfield will suffer seriously if this
line or some other line is not constructed,
and Esperance will be absolutely ruined.
People have gone there in good faith,
and have proved themselves good settlers,
for they have bought land, erected build-
ih-gs, and cultivated a large, portion of
their land, and they have formed a
township.

Tm Coisnussiowmn or RAILWAYS:
Poor cultivation it is.

Mn. VOSPER: The Commissioner ha~s
never been therm

THEi COMMISSIONER oF RAILwAYs
1 have been all over it,

Ma. VOSPER: That was before the
cultivation took place, and when there
was very little settlement. It is greatly
to the credit of these, people that they
have managed to support a population of
a thousand people or more during the
last two years, that they have msnngad
to plant vegetables, and that every kind
of produce is grown and sold there, while
there is not a single Chinaman in the
district. If we refuse to pass this motion,
we destroy the last hope of Esperance.
I have always had a respect for those
people on account of their enterprise and
energy, and I think that they deserve, n
better fate than that which a. majority of
this House seem anxious to give them.
Seeing that this motion does not involve
the construction of a great national line
of railway, that the line suggested in the
motion is to be surrounded with safe-
guards, and that before giving a final
consent to the provisions we shall have
an opportunity of considering them in
this House, sand deciding whether the
terms are fair or not, I shall give my
vote in favour of the motion.

Hlox-. S. BURT (Ashburton): &aper-
snee, and the claims and tries of Esper-
ance, have been so much before this
House of late, that I think we have had
about enough for one session. We have

been told that Esperance. is dead, and it
seems to take a, long time in dying, and
is not dead yet, Looking at this pro-
position, I cannot help thinking that we
have decided the main point at issue on
two previous occasions in this House.
The main proposition is as to whether it
is desirable to build a line of railway from
Esperance as a, light line or a heavy line;
and I suppose this is to he a little railway
because the House would not be likely to
make a big one. I suppose this light line
is tot-e a, 2ff. gauge.

MR. MORNax: No; 2 ft. 104 in.
HoN. S. BURT:- The hon. member was

wise to keep in the background what a
light line means, and I assume that if it
mF desired that a, light line should be built,
and assuming it to be admitted, Which I
deny, that private enterprise is prepared
to do it, then I say the promoters of this
private enterprise should tak e the
regular course of introducing a6 Bill into
this House for authorising the construe.
tion of the line which they propose.

MR. MORAN:- Spend L610,000 in doing
so, and yout would chuck out the Bill.

foN. S. BURT: Then alter the proce-
dure; but I say it Would not cost any-
thing like £10,000 to bring a private Bill
before this House, and assumning that the
projesot were such as the House Would be
likely to pass. I ha-ve known proposed
surveys for water schemes in this country
wherein miles of maps have been p3ro-
pared, and Bills drawn and introduced in
this Rlouse, and the cost has not exceeded
£1,000. T'his being the rule of the
House, I say, bring in a private Bill, as
promoters do elsewhere, and then we sh all
know what i5 the capital proposed to be
raised anid put into the work. We shall
know the amount of capital, know what is
intended, and know what the work is;; so
that we can judge whether the project is
likely to pay.

Ma. MORAN: We know you will vote
against it.

HONi. S. BURT: Of course you do. I
will tell the hon. member at once that I
will certainly vote against the project. he
has proposed. But if it is desired to do
the work in this way, there is a procedure
to be followed which has not been fol-
lowed to-night by the ban. member; and
this motion is an inconvenient way of ask-
ing the House to pledge itself to a rail-
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way line from Esperance to Norsemen,
because we are without any data, what-
ever in regard to the capitol intended to
be, raised, the route to be followed, and
even the gauge of the line proposed to be
put dowvn. If the House sanctions this
proposal, and speculators take encourage&
ineat from it, and then happen to get the
money in order to build this line, we will
then have a little line, certainly different
from the Government line to Coolgardie,
because the hon. mnember says distinctly
that he would not allow them to build a
heavy line; and consequently this3 must
be a smaller gauge, that cannot connect
w-ith the State railways. What would
happen, if this line were built, and it
proved to be a failure? It would be said
at once, against the Government and Par-
liament, "You induced us, by allowing
this resolution, to put our money into
this scheme." And the capitalists at
home would say at once, "You said you
could not do it, because you had not the
money ; and therefore you invited private
enterprise on the board."

MA. MfoRun: What about gold-miningy?
Ho,\. S. BURT: They would say : "You

induced us to put our money into this
thing," if it proved a. fa-ilure; and they
would at once come, as others have come
before in similar circumstances, and ask
the Governmnt to put their hands in the
taxpayers' pockets to help these persons.
Assuming it does not prove a failure, and
that the line is successful, then Esperanca
will be left with a little line for ever,
and if, in the future, it became the policy
of this country to run a line from Esper-
ance to Coolgardie, the country would
have to pay for this little line, wvhich
would not then be wanted. Therefore,
what would be the use of it to Esperance,
if Esperance is ever to have a railway bet-
ter than the little line now proposed? It
would throw upon the country the bur-
den of buying up that line, in order to
put down a proper Government line. I
cannot assume that the Government will
run a line, for the next century at any
rate, from Esperanee. The Government
policy is to run a line from the other end,
to connect these parts of the colony with
Esperanee, instead of connecting Esper-
since with South Australia. I am not
speaking for the Government; but the
majority of members have given expres-

sion to that opinion, and I th-ink. they wil
express it for some time to come. Hon
members who advocate motions of thi:
nature know this as well as I do. But
assuming that a line is to be built at at
to Norseman, it is proposed to build ii
from Coolgardie. Directly that wai
done, you would have this little line fron
Esperance to 'Norseman, with its promo
ters and shareholders and people wh(
have either lost or are making money:
and, when the Government line carnt
along, there would at once be competi
tion ; therefore you would be told, 4Handi
off Norseman ; for you have allowed uE
to build a line from Eisperance, and hay
ing done that, it is impossible for th(
Government of the country to conic witi
their line from Coolgardie or Kalgroorlit
to Norsetan, in order to take the trad(
of Esperanee." I am sure hon, Inenlier:
.can see the force of that.

W,~ MORCA-N: That will be in the nexi
50 year-s or so.

HON. S. BURT: I cannot say whethei
it will be in the next 50 years, becausE
the p~roject was agreed to in this Hfousc
by a niajority of one, sho'wving that tht
majority of lion. meminbers are of opinior
that the line, when constructed, should b(
constructed by the Government, an
should start from Coolgardie, The lion
member knows that the majority thial
this is how the line should run;- and thii
was carried by a majority of only one
and, since then, the project has beer
abandoned for this session, at any rate
But the principle underlying this, tin
main question here, is not whether tllen
should be a light railway or a, line mad(
by private enterprise, but whether- a, ]in(
should be made at all from Espera ace.

MR. M1ORAN: That is the point.
HON, S. BURT : Why cannot hon

members face the fact that the znajorit3
of this House wiill not have a, line frin
Esperance; that they absolutely refuse t(
connect Esperance and the Norsemai
goldfields, on which a grat deal of pub
lie mnoney has been spent? So I read:
in my judgment, the opinion, of the ma,
jority of members, that they refuse at the
present time to connect Esperanice witt
South Australia.

MR. Mo10Asx: What for
HoN. S. BURT: Why, it would be run-

ning a line of railway to INorseman from
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Esperance so as to allow South Australia
to pour all her supplies into Norseman, in
order to deprive the western parts of the
colony of that trade.

MR. MORAN: Does, she not do it now?
HoN. S. BURT: If she does it now, for

every ton of goods Bent no0w, 50 would be
sent after the line wvas built. Can the
hon. member expect the majority of this
Rouse to sacrifice the interests of Perth
and Fremnantle, the whole of this portion of
the colony, by making a present of Norse-
man to South Australia 1

THE) PREMIER: We have nearly half the
trade of Norseman at the present time.

Hoc;. S. BURT: But if & railway be
constructed from Esperane to Norseman
we will lose the whole of it.

Ma. WILSON : How would you do it
now?

HoN. S. BURT: I can see the danger
and how it. could be done in the future, if
we connect Norseman witi the sea coast
without also connecting Norseman with
the colony's railway system. The only
practical plan would be to connect it right
through, and give an equal chance to
South Australia and this colony ; but the
present proposal is simply to build a rail-
way from Esperante to Norseman, which
certainly would give every atom of trade
to South Australia, That is plain speak-
ing; that is the English of it; and does
the hon. member think he can persuade
members who do not represent constitu-
encies near Esperance to agree to such a
proposition 7

MR. MORAN: You are absolutely beg-
ging the question.

HfoN. S. BURT: The member for North-
East. Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) told us he
thinks the whole of the goldfields should
at once be connected with Esperance Bay,
thereby allowing South Australia equal or
greater facilities for trade than the peo)ple
in the southern patsa of the colony 1I ave
secured for themselves up to this 0H, e.
He would connect them at once with Es
perance, and he tells us that it is the
niatural Outlet of the goldfields tn'dle.
That may be so. It is only human nature
for any country, aind for politicians of ihe
country, to try to keep the trade of the
country for themselves. And what strt
of a policy would it to be to connect ItIlcse
goldfields with Esperance, or what would
it have been in the past to have allowed

all the trade of those goldfields to hive
gone via Esperance to South Australia?

MR. MORAN: You proposed to connect
them.

HoN. S. BURT: I never proposed to
connect. Esperance Bay.

MR. MORAN: You proposed to connect
us to South Australia by a trans-continen-
tal line.

Hov. S. BURT: I never proposed any-
thing of the sort.' When was, that I

MR. MORAN: You said so just now.
Hos. S. BURT: I never referred to any

trans-continental line, directly or in-
directly.

N. MORANy: You said: Give them an
equal chance.

THE PREMIER: He said, "Through from
Esperance to Coolgardie."

RON. S. BURT: Knowing that this is
a proposition the House will not accept,
I fail to see the utility of having these
discussions over and over again. it
seems to be admitted that we have had
enough of debate on this question. it
was decided before; and the proposition
of the Government to connect Coolgardie
and Norsenman has been adopted. The
whole of this ground is being gone over
again. The bon, member himself (Mr.
Moran) says the discussion is threadbare;
then why pursue it? I am excusable in
saying a word or two, because, I have
not spoken recently on the subject. Gen-
erally so many members express their
views on every subject before the Rouse
that there is not room and time for every-
body. But I would like lion. membe's
to be merciful, and especially thoem whose
views are so well known by reason of past
debates; and I would ask them, is it
necessary for them to reiterate their
opinions? I hope not. Surely we can
go to a division on this question, and
settle the point without further delay.

,MR. WILASON (Canning): My opinions
on this question are thoroughly well
known; and I regret that I cannot agree
with the member for the Ashburton (Hon.
S. Burt), even as regards what is the main
principle underlying this motion. I take
it that the principle is whether we should
allow private enterprise to assist us in
opening up and developing this great
country, and to assist in our large under-
takings. If we would allow private en-
terprise to help us even to construct our
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ralways, we would be advancing this
country, in a much more rapid degree
than we have ever done in the past; and
therefore, I am satisfied that the weak-
neas of the Forrest Ministry and their ad-
ministration lies in the fact that they
have persistently opposed private enter-
prise in this regard. The last speaker
said this was a question of a little line.
It wvas nothing of the sort, to my mind-.
It is a, question of principle. If the line
is to be constructed at all by private en-
terprise, or by the Government, it must
he to my mind a 3Mt. 6in. gauge rail-
way, the samte as we have all over the
colony. Nothing else would be satis-
factory, either to the Government or to
the compnay. What appears to me is
this: Are we justified in preventing the
people of any district from assisting
themselves to prosperity, when the Gov-
ernment cannot or will not assist them 1

MAn. MORAN:- That is the point.
Ma. WILSON: Well, I say, certainly

not. If the Government are not in a
position to help those people by putting
that railway down-and they admit they
are not in that position-then, I say we
cannot say to these people of Esperanoe
and Norseman: "You. shaUl not have, any
railway communication, even. though you
are prepared to find the money for it."
It is a, question of termsi, contract, and
arrangement. Of course we have had
the Midland Railway trotted out, and the
Great Southern Railway, as two great
works undertaken by private enterprise
in this country, a-nd which have proved
failures. Well, I want to know what hurt
they have done to thisj country. I say
that those works were a godsend to West-
ern Australia, when they were under-
taken; and, whether they have paid their
shareholders or not, they have done a
good thing in thisi country. They have
provided & large amount of employment
when there was nothing else in the colony
to keep it going. The member for the
Ashhurton saysi we are going to give up
the whole of the goldfields trade to South
Australia if wve allow Esperance to be
opened up. He goes in strongly for cen-
tralisation. He wants to centralise all
the trade of the colony in Fremantle and
Perth. Now, that is to my mind a
ruinous policy for any Government to fol-
low; and I join issue with the hion mew-

ber when hie thinks that, by opening up a
natural harbour which Providence has
kindly given us at Esperance, we are
going to divert the trade of the colony to
South Australia. I should like to know
where the trade goes now or comes from.
Why, fromn the other colonies. I proved
from. olur Customis returns the other day
that over half of the trade of this colony
conies from the eastern colonies of the
Australasian group. It comvs via Fre-
mantle to the goldfields;- and if we open
up Esperance, a good portion of it I grant
you will come via Espernce ; but still
we have our .oversea trade, which is daily
increasing, and which will comne direct to
Fremantle. Therefore the opening up
of Epperanco takes nothing away from
Fremantle or Perth, and cannot mean
ruination to this portion of the colony.
Now, I could not helpF being somewhat sur-
prised at the Premier. He says he has
always been in favour of private enter-
prise; and yet his actions are diamuetri-
cally opposed to that view. I say dis-
tinctly, no matter what his statements§
are here, that his actions have always,
been strongly opposed to private enter-
nirise in this colony;- and yet he agrees
that he is weak on the matter, because he
admits to-night that there is a great deal
of dissent from his objection to nikate
enterprise. And I should like to remind
him once niore of his remarks in London
al the Jubilee time, when he said he could
not help being struck with the wonderful
undertakings which were carried out in
the old country by mieans of private en-
terprise,.

THE PREMIER;, Yes; but you should give
all I said.

Mn. WILSON: I have read it nil, sir.
He said he could not help) being struck
with the idea that if his Minihstry had al-
lowed private enterprise to come in in
Western Australia. in the same man-
ncer-

Tun: PamsaE: Oh, no ;I did not say
that.

MR. WILSON: These were your v'
words, sir-and assist them to develop
this country, in how much better a posi-
tion would we have been to-day.

THE PREMIER: Not at all ; I never said
anything of the kind.

Ma. WILSON: My memory is very cor-
rect on the matter.

Private Enterp-ige.
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Tun PREMIER: Well, you axe quite miis-
taken,

MR. WILSON: I think I am right,
,although I am open to correction.

THE PREMIER: I was speaking of Aus-
tralia generally.

Mn. WILSON: I may be mistaken
but, if you were speaking of Australia
generally, it applies to Western Australia.
IL is just the same tbini. The Premier
said he could not help being struck with
the fact that, if we had allowed British
capital to undertake some of our national
works, wye would have had muuch less taxa-
tion, and a very much smaller debt ;and
that is the key-note of the whole posi-
tion. I take it, if we want to develop
this country rapidly; if we wvant to avoid
the pitfalls the Forrest Ministry have
fallen into; if we want to insist on having
an enormous revenue which to-day
amounts to something like £20 per
head ; if wve~vant to avoid pitfalls, such as
our enormous civil service crowded with
officers-one to every 20 of the popula-
lattion-engaged by the Covernment,
which must create distress when those ser-
vants have to be retrenched, as is being
done at the present time-I say, if we
wvant to avoid all these pitfalls, the way
to do it is to allow private capital to come
in and help us in developing our country.
Several remarks were made with regard
to the "loading up" of private enterprise.

Mn. GEORGE: I would net notice them.
They are beneath contempt.

Is. -WILSON: I san quite prepared to
admit that private, undertakings, when
they are put on the market, are, loaded
up unduly in many instances-in the bulk
of instances ;but still we have to take
the good with the bad, and I should like
to ask hon. members opposite if they
would rather be without their industries
in Western Australia to-day-such as the
timber industry and the mining industry
-than have this loading up go on? It
is not reasonable that the Government
should refuse to allow capital to come
into the country, and open it up and ex-
pand our industries, because there are
some people who unduly load up those
undertakings on the London market. I
take it that is a question for those who
are, carrying out the undertakings and
finding the capital. They are the people
who must take exception to this undue

loading up of capital, and not the Guy-
ernent here, They are the people who
suffer; and they are the people who will
checkmate it, a they are doing at the
present time with regard to the gold
mines of Western Australia. The Pre-
mier's argument is that the people at
home would think, if we allowed this rail-
way to be constructed by private enter-
prise, that the country bad come to the
end of its tether. That was an ar-gu-
muent unworthy of any gentleman in his
position. I aun of opinion the people in
the old country would think we had
simply returned to common sense; that
we had found out we were wrong in the
past, and were going to alter our ways
and have a wholesome change in con-
nection with our lines. We have been
told distinctly by financial papers that
we could not expect people to provide us
with capital any more for these, under-
takings. They would think we had taken
warning and were going to allow the
country to be developed by private enter-
prise. I drewv the conclusion that the
right hon. gentleman looked upon this
as a trunk line. He said he could not
look with favour on the idea of a trunk
line being constructed by others than the
Government. I cannot see why, if he is
going to permit feeders to he constructed
by private enterprise, he should object
to this line being constructed from Es-
perance to, Norseman in that way. It
cannot be regarded as a trunk line. It
is a railway to open up one centre. It is
arailway to help a, goldfield laguishing

for these facilities, and also a railway to
try, before it is too late, to save the town
of Esperace, from ruination.

TEE PREMIE: What ruination?7
MR. WILSON: We know Esperance is

pretty well wiped out- There used to be
1,600 people there, whereas now the
population is about 300, and half of them
are waiting to get away.

Tan PREMIER: What are they there tori
They are waiting for a railway, I suppose.

.MR. Vosnar: They are. waiting for the
next boat.

Ma. WILSON: They went there on the
understanding that very shortly there
would be a railway. They relied upon
the promise of the right hon. gentleman,
and now he has dirappointed and be-
trayed them, and they have to leave,
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A MEMBER: 'Quite true.
Ax-ornsnt MEMBER: "No.
TnxE Pnsmnxn: We spent £50,000.
MR. Gxoan: We spent about

£300,000.
MR. WILSON: If you did not intend

to develop it the same as other places,
why did you spend it there?

Tun PasizaR: People wordied.
MR. WILSON:. The right hon. gentle-

man will not give way, when I worry him.
The question whether the railway shall
start from Esperance or Coolgardie has
been raised, but I do not mean to labour
that point. Mfy views are so clearly set
forth in Haszswrd there cannot be the
slightest doubt what they are, and I will
content myself by saying it is certain the
Government policy ought to be to con-
nect Norseman with the nearest seaport.'
Decentralisation ought to be the policy of
the Government, and they will surely be
doing wrong if they connect Norseman
with Coolgardie, and thus concentrate all
the trade of the colony in the port of
Fremantle. We were faced by this ar-
gumnent, not only by the Premier, but
the member for the Ashburton-why have
not these peonle who are prepared to con-
struct this railway introduced a, private
Bill into this Rouse? That carries no
weight with me. I think any private per-
son or company would be insane to go
to the great expense of surveys and plans,
and of introducing a. Bill into. this As-
sembly before they had first ascertained
whether the Government or a majority
here would be favourably disposed to-
wards that Bill. It would he simply
courting disaster. No businebss people
would do it, and it is no argument what-
ever. I i'ay the duty of the Government
would be to consider first a proposal
from private people. If they thought it
would henefit the country in genera!, and
this district in particular, they ought to
ay: "We will support your Bill if you
will introduce it into Parliament." It
has been argued very strongly by the Pre-
mier that if they did give way on this
motion and permit private enterprise to
be introduced, no one would be "game" to
put up Z10,000 for the construction of
this railway. If that is so, I can see no
force in his opposition. If there is no
company that can find the depoqit, let
alone the carrying out of the scheme, why

should we refuse the opportunity of
doing it? No private individual would
be prepared to undertake this work him-
sell, 'Re Must go to the London market
for money to carry out the railway if per-
mitted to do so by this Assembly. Re-
ference has been made to outside coun-
tries, to South America' and I think
Peru was mentioned, and it was said
that the policy of having some lines con-
strutted by the Government and othen
by private enterprise had brought that
country to practical bankruptcy and
ruination, I do not think that argument
holds good, Peru having been ruined, not
through railway policy, but by bad and
I may also say corrupt government,
Disaster has been brought to that countr3
by corrupt government and the revolu.
tionary tendency of its people. I trust
members will view this in a COMMOr
v-nse way, and will consider whethet
we are to centralise, all our commerce ii
this portion of the colony, or whether wE
are going to let Esperauce have a, chaniu
of obtaining prosperity; also if we an
going to adopt a centralising policy wE
may as well close down our ports excepi
Fremantle, wherever they many be. '
hope members will support the motion
and that if it is passed the Governinen
'will allow this line to be constructed b)
private enterprise.

A. GEORGE (Mfurray): I must con
gratulate the member for East Cool
gardie (Mr. Moran) upon the eloquent ani
logical speech. from his point of. view
that he delivered to the House in regarn
to this muotion; and though I cannot g
with him, for reasons I will put briefly
I am convinced the motion commendi
itself to his best judgmient. To my mind
perhaps the deathblow to this questici
is given by the digsnsions among thq
very people who require to, be served
We find Esperanee and Norseman peopl
are certainly not in accord, They cami
here a little while ago, and a meeting wa
called by one particular side on this que.9
tion, being held in the Perth Town-hall
yet the resolutions entirely disposed o
those who called the meeting. When w
find people divided rmonf-Y themselves ii
that way, how is it N t are called upon t,
cuit the Gordian knot, and decide wha
should be done? Certainly, the argumen
with regard to the £910,000 is a. very ap

Private Enterprise.
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one, and one which would commend itself
to most members. At all events, it is one
that would appeal to the commercial
instincts of most. No. 3 in the motion
says that the Government shall retain
full rights of resumption, upon terms to
be agreed upon. The whole argument of
the member for East Coolgardie was that
the railways were to be light ones, which
would not he of a uniform gauge with all
the Government railways, therefore it
would be impossible for them to come into
competition with the railways of the
Government, or to in aoy way injure the
interests of Perth and Fremantle. Perth
and Fremuantle were built by the
old West Australians, Possibly swelled a
bit by the advent of "t'otbersiders"' and
"t'othersiders'" capital; and it is con,
tended the interests of these two towns,
the upper-crust of Western Australia,
must be preserved at the expense of the
other parts of the colony. I do not say
I agree with them, but it is natural for
people living in Perth and Fremnantle,
who have been here a grea~t number of
years, to say to those who have only
joined the ranks ia the last few years,
"We have Rome right to the trade, and
we look upon you as comp~etitors ag-ainst
our interests." It may be a mean wvay of
leaking at it, but it is a natural and
human way. So for as these railways are
concerned, if there is ainy probability at
all that these lines will be taken over by
the Government at any time, we must,
first of all, lay it down that wve must have
a uniform gauge. The third portion of
the motion says that the Government
Shall retain full rights of resumption, but
what on earth is ihte use of the Govern-
ment resuming a line which is not uni-
form with the ir other lines?

MRs. HORAN: Why not?
MR. GEORGE: I will endeavour to

show the hon. member, if he will allow
me to proceed with my argument. The
Government have decided that the 3ft.
Min, gauge shall be the gauge throughout
the colony, and if railways were built with
&. gauge of 2ft., 2ft. 6in., or 3Mt., the
rolling-stock on them would not do for the
ordinary Government lines. If the rail-
ways are to he managed economically,
there must be no break of gauge. The
hon. member has referred to the break
of gauge in other colonies. I suppose the

battle of the gauges occurred in the old
country long before the hon. member ap-
peared on the scene in this world. Ori-
ginally there were two gauges in Great
Britain. One was brought out by an
eminent engineer, IMr. Brunel, the 7tt.
gauge on the Great Western line, and the
other by another eminent engineer on
thc London and North-Western Railway,
the 4ft. 84in. gauge, which is the standard
gauge in Great Britain to-day. At the
time these two gauges were running, there
was the same sort of short-sighted public
spirit in England as that which would
appeal to us in this matter to-night. The
Great Western Railway people thought
that, by sticking to the lft. gauge, they
would be able to take the whole of the
traffic that was -.kely to be offered to
them, and the same with the North-
Western Company ; but in the course of
time the Great Western Railway people
found it necessary to put down an extra
rail and run two gauges. What was the
consequence? That in ten years the
Great Western Railway had taken uip the
7ft. gauge, and nRav throughout the length
and breadth of Great Britain there is
nothing but one guage.

MR. DoHERTY: What about the Midland
Railway I

MRs. GEORGE: They have the 4ft.
8jin. gauge.

MR. DonanT: That is not so.
MR. GEORGE: Unless it has been

altered within the last few years, the
standard gauge in England is 4ft. Sjin.
If I was in order I should be prepared to
bet that the standard gauge wvas Ift. Sjin.,
with the exception of the Festiniog rail-
way.

MR. Domiwry: In Ireland there are dif-
ferent gauges.

MR. GEORGE: I suppose there are
different gauges there, because that won-
durful island would not exist if people
did not differ from other people, except
seaie hon .members in this House. Pro-
bably if I were Irish I should be a most
respectable specimen of that down-trodden
nation. As far as Great Britain is con-
cerned, this battle of gauges, was fought
years ago, and it was found necessary
to have one standard gauge; and I say
that in Western Australia we should
stick to one gauge. and that is the Sft.
61n gauge. 'We have the rolling-stock
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here, the locomotives and carriages and
trucks and that sort of thing, and surely
to goodness, if there is a possibility of
taking this railway to Norseman, we
should be able to use the trucks we have.
We do not want an independent system ;
we want to be able to use the rolling-
stock we have now. I can quite under-
stand the reason why the Government
are desirous that the railway should
start from Coolgardie and go to
Norseman from there. The Government
will have to erect at Kalgoorlie or Cool-
gardie large repairing sheds for the re-
pairing of the rolling-stock, because, in
the event of the breakdown of an engine
at Menzies or Kalgoorlie, it would not
do to have to take that engine to Fre-
mantle to repair it; therefore, it will
be necessary to have large repairing
shops or running sheds at Kalgoorlie or
Coolgardie, and the Government must
concentrate the traffic from Coolgardie
to the Norseman railway at Cool-
gardie. I believe this Government
or some other Government, if a Gov-
ernment can be found which will take
this Government's place, will carfr this
railway through to Esperance.

MR. OLDHIAM: That will not be this
century.

MA. GEORGE: The end of this cen-
tury is not far off, but soume of us may,
not see it. The Premier has referred to
the loading up of private companies..
While I have an opportunity of speaking
in this House, I must always refer
to this matter of promoting companiet
I do not say it is sanctioned by the Gov-
erment, but it is winked at by the
Government, that officials in the Govern-
ment service are lending their names and
their data, which have been gained by
the expenditure of public money here,
for the purpose of floating companies on
the London market, and the Government
are perpetuating the evil which the right
hon. gentleman himself deprecates-the
loading up of these companies. We all
know, with regard to the timber comn-
panies which have been floated in the
London market, that they have been
floated on the report of the timber ex-
pert in the department which is under
the control of the hon. member for
Northamr; and other companies have been
floated on the reports of paid officials

;n the service of the Governmuent. Un-
less the Government are prepared to
go right into social legislation at once,
they should stop the use of reports by
Government officials to bolster up comi-
panies and float them on the London
market. The Premier knows what I say
is correct, and I believe his sense of hon-
esty will say that no such thing shall
occur in the future.

MR. DomrERT: Are you referring to
gold minesI

MR. GEORGE: I believe gold mining
companies have been floated upon re-
ports of Government officials; but we
knowv that timber companies have been
floated, and we should not allow Govern-
ment experts to give reasons why the
British public should invest.

MR. A. Fonnssqr: Hit them all round.
MR. GEORGE: As far as the Espe-

rance people are concerned, they have not
been fairly treated by the Government. I
do not say this has been done wilfully.
Probably the Government thought they
would subsequently be in a position to
justify them in taking the people's
money when people purchased the land
down there. The Premier has admitted
that betwieen £50,000 and £60,000 has
been spent in the Esperance district, but
he says the people clamoured for the
money being spent down there, and he
could not stop its being spent. if,
through clamour, people are able to get
money, then I assure the right hon. gen-
tleman that the children in the south-
western istrict shall clamour for money
for schools.

Mfn. A. FoaRnns: What has that to
do with the Esperance railway?7

MA. GEORGE: With regar 'd to pri-
vate enterprise, I congratulate -the Pre-
mier on the fact that as years go by he
is beginning to sec that it is not pos-
sible for the Government, however hon-
est they may he, to do all that is re-
quired for this comparatively new coun-
try, and that hie is now prepared, judging
from his speech this evening, to encour-
age legitimate p~rivate enterprise. That
is what he is prepared to do, and I con-
g-ratulaite the right hon. gentlenien, or-
haps at the eleventh hour, that he has
seen there is something to be done in
the country without having the Govern-
ment's sign manual upon it. The car
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rying out of the scheme which the Pre-
mier has indicated to the House, with
certain safeguards, would be only doing
what is right, Ithe Government allow
work to be carried out by private enter-
prise, let the Premier make the condi-
tions fair, and do not let it be a, dog in
the imanger principle; w e will do it our-
selves, and if we canlnot doc it now no-
body ekpe shall do it, Do not let the
Government step in the way and say the
work shall not be done. I sympathise
with the member for Dundas; he has
placed his case beforc the Rlouse in a
very favourable manner. I have not
anything mnore to say in connection with
the matter, and I urge upon hon. mem-
bers to think over this matter of the
break of gauge before we vote on this
motion. If the House in its wisdom de-
cides that this work shall be done, it
should be carried out with the Govern-
ment 3ft. 6in. gauge, and nothing else.
The time must come when the railway
will go from Esperaince to Norseman or
from Coolgardie to Norseman, and when
that railway goes right through, it will
have to be connected with the railway
system of the colony, as there is no-
thing so damnaging to railway manage-
ment as to have a break of gauge in the
system.

Ma. MORAN (in reply): I suppose- ths
debate has worn itself out. I should not
like to forecast the result, but my opinion
is that the motion will probably be lost
by one or two votes to-night. I hear
with a ccrtain anioun. of pleksure that
the Premier has been Vorn. again to-night
over this motion, H~e has become con-
verted to private enterprise. It is a start-
ling evolution in the hon. member':s
character. He has been the loudest and
most persistent opponent of private enter-
prise as long as I have been in the House,
lbut to-night he has informed us that next
session he intends to introduce a measure
to make easy the way of the promoter and
the capitalist. The Premier intends next
session to introduce a measure not
only to encourage private enterprise,
hut to, make the machinery by which
private promoters can approach this
Chamber more eas and more gret-
ait,-able than at the present time. I can
only say that if this motion be lost, it
wvill be a moral victory. The Premier

will admit that Great Britain has been
built up by private enterprise, and also
America, which is the reatest republic of
the world ; and it would be rather pre-
sumptuous for us to say that private en-
terprise is the bane of the universe. All
great national advancement in science,
commerce, and trade has been achieved
by the undying spirit of private enter-
prise. It is that spirit of private enter-
prise which has opened the world's mar-
kets to England. It is the undaunted en-
terprise of Great Britain and the United
States which has made these nations the
foremost in the world. In America it
was found impossible for the State to
keep pace with the requirements of the
people in the matter of railways, and
their construction wvas judiciously left to
private enterprise; and to-day the United
States is the best served nation in the
way of railway intercourse. It is rather
late in the day to howl at private enter-
prise. You can never equalise all man-
kind, and the man who dreams of socia-lis-
ing everything seeks for a, Utopia. We
do not propose to take away frorm the
Stats its sovereign rights by allowing this
railway to be constructed. No land
grants are proposed. There is reserved
to the State a general power of direction,
and even a power to regulate rates, with
the option of buying the line again;- and
since the State cannot do everything, pri-
vate enterprise should be allowed to do
something. The Premier has been con-
verted, and it has been the fate of all
great mnen to change their opinions. Mr.
Gladstone started as a Conservative and
ended as a Liberal, and Mr. Chamberlain
started as a6 Radical and is now a Conser-
vat ive. The Premier thinks he has gone
a little too far in shutting private enter-
prise out, and now proposes to make this
the happy hunting ground for the invest-
ment of private capital in the construc-
tion of private railways-next session.
He still proposes to keep the trunk line,
in the hands of the State, only allowing
private enterprise to. undertake the
branch lines. In the meanwhile, the
people of Norseman and Esperance see no
particular merit in waiting until next
year, even if the railway fine, be allowed
next year.

THE PREMIER: You voted against the
flurveyl
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MB. MORAN: I die, and 1 would vote
the same way on the same question again.
The present debt of West Australia. is
£10,000,000 or £11,000,000, and our
population numbers 170,000, and we are
the most burdened people in the way of
taxation. The member for the Ashburton
(Hon. S. Burt) has brutally and plainly
indicated that the people of the colony do
not propose to give Esperance and Norse-
man a chance ; and we are bound to con-
fess that the inducements held out for
people to come here mean that they
must come here and settle around where
the Premier is. The speech of the mem-
ber for the Ashburton meant that so
long as Parliament had the power,
Esperance, would not have a, rail-
w ay. That is the underlying senti-
ment which will defeat this motion to-
night, and it is a sentiment of fear and
dread. I said I would not be one to build
a broad gauge railway from Esperance, to
the eastern goldfields, but, at the, same
time, I said it was not fair to
shut out Norseman and Esperance
altogether becaiuse of this bogey.
By the, time a. narrow gauge line
is built and a connection is asked for,
and by the time the Government can take
over the line, Fremantle and Perth will
have become established. I have not
heard from the Premier any aa-uiient
worthy of his high position. I re-
gret that the members for Premantle,
who have been so generously treated,
should be seen voting against this motion.
The position they have taken up will
alienate the feeling of conciliation be-
tween, the people of the goldields and the
people in the other parts of the colony. I
am not one to raise false alarms, but I give
it "s my deliberate judgment that this
underlying sentiment of power to be exer-
cised at all risks and hazards to prevent
Esperance -having the desired railway con-
nection, will have the effect I have indi-
cated. The people of Esperance, are our
own people, and we are not justified in
wiping out their interests which have
sprung up under the helping hand of thse
Government. I was rather amused at the
Premier when he said his only object was
to protect the English capitalists.

TEE PREMIER: I did not say that.
MR. MORAN: The Premier said that he

could not possibly ask people to come

into the country and invest in something
that would not pay them. Did the Pre,-
mier ever war-n people against putting
their money into mining wild-cat
schemes?

THE PsRMIE: This is a very different
thing. This is a motion before the
House.

MRx. MORAN: It is different because in
the one case a company is asked to put
half a million into a, venture, and in this
they are asked to pay £1 80,000 for a line,
which will connect a permanent goldield
and a good port, and is a. legitimate busi-
ness, transaction. The Premier and the
Government have always encouraged pri-
vate enterprise in mining, and I fail to
sees how the Premier reconciles his posi-
tion. I also fail to see how he reconciles
his preet position with his proposed ac-
tion. next session. He says he will in-
troduce legislation next session to make
private enterprise Easy, and yet he will
not receive any proposals from anybody
in connection with this line. That is
simply because hie hopes to still further
perish Esperance during the next twelve
months. He knows perfectly well there
would b~e no harm in receiving private
offers, which can, be made in Perth.
T'here are two legitimate offers in the
colony to-day, with two, separate sums of
£10,000, if the Government will enter-
tain the idea of private enterprise in con-
nection with this line.

TirE PaRME: I never heard of them.
MR. MORAN: The men and the money

can be found ; but you cannot find the
Premier. I will now conclude my r&-
marks, and leave the question to the de-
cision of the House.

A MEMBER: You have only been wvast-
ing time.

MK MORAN: If the hon. member says
I have been wasting time, I will go on
for another hour. I have several more
notes here which I can review.

TaxE Svnsxna: If the hon. member in-
tends to speak for the purpose of wasting
time, I shall order him to sit down.

MR. MORAN: I did not say I intended
to waste time.

Trm SPEAKER: The hon. member said
he had concluded his remarks; and then
because a member interjected that he
had been wasrting time, he said he would
go on again.
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MR. MORAN: That was in reference to
something which was said to me privately
just now.

THE SPEAKE: No; the hon. member
made that statement in reply to an inter-
jection that he had been wasting time.

MR. MORAN: Am I at liberty to go
on?

THE SPEAKER: You can go on; but if
I find you guilty of wilful obstruction, I
will tell you to sit down.

MR. MORAN: I was informed, just
now, that there are several boa, members
on their way to this Chamber, with the
object of voting on this niotioa,

THE SPEAKER: The hon, member just
now said he was going to conclude; and,
because another bon. member made an
observation, he said, "I shall now go on
for Another hour'; and I say that was a
deliberate threat that he would obstruct.
If I find the hon. member doing that, I
shall order him to sit down.

MR. MORAN: What I Maid was in reply
to a member who has just told me somne-
thing privately. I did not refer to any
interjection. I was informed by an bon.
member that there were several members
on their way to the House to vote on this
question, And I therefore proposed to con-
tinue my speech.

THE SPEAKER: I think that would be
obstruction, if the lion. member continued
to speak until those members got here.

MR. MORAN: I find that I have sev-
eral notes here in reference to our ex-
perience of private enterprise in the
colony. One is in regard to the land-
grant railway between Albany and Bev-
erley. That railway has been talked of
by several members ;of this House as
having had a baneful influence upon
Western Australia. WVell, if that land-
grant company had not come here, as a
private enterprise, I maintain that, eve.
to-day, we should have had no railway
communication between Albany and
B3everley. How then can they have been
a curse to the oolony, if they opened up
the colony by placing Perth in communi-
cation with Beverley, and in similar
ways? How can they have been a curse
if they have opened up the port of
Albany-the only port that was then fit
to receive large steamers? It was Along
that private railway that every traveller
from the eastern colonies came to Perth.

What was the objectionable feature in
cannection with this railway? It was,
as stated, the land grant-the granting
of some millions of acres for the construe-
tion of this line. Now when the line was
constructed, the proposal of the company
was to lock this land up till they could
get a certain price for it, thereby shut-
ting out the people of the colony from
settling upon some of its best land-thus
establishing a colony within a colony.
That was the baneful feature of private
enterprise in that transaction. I pro-
pose to remove that altogether. I pro-
pose in this motion that there shall be
no grant of land whatever; that the
company shall simply have the right to a
narrow tract of land sufficient for the
laying down of their railway. There is
here no parting with the State's patri-
mony ; no opportunity for monopoly, no
giving away a large slice of country in
the most hospitable, as far as climate
is concerned, and the most fruit-
ful part of the colony, free
of all taxation, apart altogether
from the management of this House.
That is what should be objected to in
private enterprise. We had this large
comp)any to which was granted two mil-
lion acres of land, and we have no land
tax in this colony, so what was there to
prevent them from doing what they liked
with it?

.MR. A. FORREST (West imberley):
Irise to a point of order. The hon. mem-

ber in the first instance spoke for an
hour in explaining the motion. He is not
replying to the remarks mnade by other
bon members, And I ask if he is in orderl
He is now speaking
ways. I Ask for
Speaker.

MR. ILLINGWORTII:
much to the point.

THE SPEAKER:
mnember's arguments
to private enterprise

your ruling, Mr.

I think it is very

I think the hon.
now are addressed

but still I think
he has rather trespassed on the rules of
the House.

MR. MORAN: May I proceed or not?
TH, SPEA-KER: Yes; but you must

address yourself to the question before
the House.

Vim PREMIER: The point is to criticise
what members have said.

Private Enierpriae. 2057
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Mn. IfOR AN: Well, sir, I appeal to you
if the Premier did not make a charge of
abuse against the two privately-con-
structed railwayh. Surely it is fair com-
ment to show that I have eliminated those
objectionable features in my motion.

Tim SPRAKES: Yes; I think you are
entitleed to remark upon the observations
of otber speakers.

MR. MORAN: I took notes of these
points. I regret that any hon. member
should endeavour to put a gag on me in
this Rouse. I will confine myself to the
question ; hut I greatly regret that any
hon, member should try to deprive mue of
the right to discuss this question, which
I brought before this House, feeling sure
that I should have the privilege of every
member of Parliament who represents the
people of the colony on the floor of this
House. I bow to the Speaker's ruling,
and I hope I shall not transgress. At
the same time, the matter is of great i-
portance, to me, and!I regret that anybody
should endeavour to get up in his place
and put a gag upon any hon. member.
This objectionable feature will not be
present in the case of the Esperance to
Norseman railway line. It is entirely
eliminated; and another objectionable
feature is eliminated, namely, that we
should have to pay a million of money for
a line which oily cost £600,000. I hope
we shall confine ourselves in this agree-
ment, to buy this line back at a fair value,
tion :that is, at its original cost, with a
certain allowvane for depreciation in1
value. Thene objectionable features in
former schemes had no right to be brought
into this debate at all. The Premier's
comment was not a fair one. Re should
not have dragged these matters in. It
wvas drawing a red-herring across the
track by frightening hon. members about
something which has occurred in the pakt,
but which cannot occur in this
Case. Neither of the objectiona-ble
features can occur in this case. All
we ask is that the State should allow
some persons to be common carri ers be-
tween 0sperance and Norseman for a
limited time, after which-say in six
months' time-the Government could
take the land back again. Sir, out of
deference to your opinion on this matter,
I shall not traverse the points at issue
at such length a I haA intended. I have

every desire to keep inside the rules of
the House, and I do not want to be ac-
cused of frittering away public time;i
therefore, on 'this important occasion,
rather than continue at great length, as
I should have done, I will, in deference
toyour wishes, curtail my remarks. What
I have said in conclusion was rather as a
protest against the endeavour of any hon.
member to deprive me of the right to
reply to any remarks made in opposition
to the arguments I brought forward. Mv
motion will doubtless be 6egatived ; but
thc vote will showv at least that there are
several members of this House who would
prohibit the cause of Esperance, and of
Norseman being beard at all.; but the
good sense of this House will admit that
the member for the district has on all
possible occasions treated us with the
utmost courtesy. He has endeavoured to
explain his own position. He merits the
sympathy of every man in this House,
because he wants one thing and he ties
been offered something else. He has had
to accept half-a-loaf, and now' even the
half-loaf is gone; and there is a certain
amount of justice in the remarks he made
to-night, blaming the Government for not
sticking to their guns. I say the Govern-
ment have no, money, and cannot possibly
have it ; and I hope to see them next Year
introduce this Bill encouraging private
enterprise; and I hope this Chamber will
not then reject any reasonable and legiti-
mate offers that may he placed before it.

Question put, and a division being
called for by Mr. Moran, it was taken with
the following result: -

Ayes ... ... .. I
Noces ... ... ... 115

Majority against
Ayes.

Mr. Coanolly R
Mr. Coanor 8
Mr. Gregory

Mr. Kenny b'
Mr. Kingamili 1
Mr. Leaks. 1%
Mr. Moran II
Mr. Wallace

Mr. Wilson
Mr. Vosper (Teller) 11

Question thus ne'mativet

..4
Foes.

ton. S. Burt
ir John Forreui
fir. A. Forrst
4r. George
Ir. Highan
fr. Rubble
fr. LeE roy
[r. Locke
fr. Pennofather
fr. Piesse
It. Quinlan,
Lr. Solomon
fr. Throesll
fr. Wood
Mr. Jamnes (Teller)

Private Enterprise.
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ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.

until the next day.

3IpIaisiaiibz ~Tauntil.
Thursday, 29th. Septermber, 1898.

Personal Explanation: Joint Committee and
Official Receiver (correspondence read)-
Papers presented-Question: Imprison-
ment of M. J. H. Davison-Health Bill,
in Committee, Schedules; reported-Re-
appropriation of Loan Moneys Bill, third
reading-Interpretation Bill, Legislative
Assembly's dissent from Uqimdil's Amend-
ments, in Committee-Local Inscribed Stock
Act Amendment Bill, second reading ; in
Committee, reported-Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at
4.30 o'clock, p.m.

PR AYEas.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION: JOINT COM-
MITTEE AND OFFICIAL RECEIVER,
INQUIRY.

Hex. RI. S. HAYNES: Before the
business of the House conmmences, I de-
sire to make a personal explanation in re-
ferenie, to certain statements which have
been made concerning myself and other
members of this House, in regard to the
Joint Select Committee appointed to in-
quire into the administration of the
Bankruptcy Act by the Official Receiver.
My attention has been drawvn to certain
remarks which, to mny mind, are tants.-
mount to a charge of impropriety on the
part of some hon. members, including
myself. The charges I refer to are
that during the course of the inquiry 1,
as chairman of the Committee, refused
to allow Mr. Wainscot to be present, re-
fused to give hint copies of the evidence
taken from day to day, and refused to
summon witnesses who wouild give evi-

deuce on his behalf. I may here say
that Mr. Wainscot applied for admission
to the proceedings of the Joint Com-
mittee, and I informed him, after discus-
sing the matter with members of the
Committees that he could not be admit-
ted, and that he would either have to
apply to the President of the Legislative
Council or to the Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly. I then received from Mr.
Wainscot the following letter: -
Office of Official Receiver, Supreme Court,

Perth, W.A., 26th September, 1898.
The Chairman of the Select Committee re

Senior Official Receiver's Department.
Sir,-I have the honour to make application

to be present on the examination of witnesses
called ii' this matter, in order that I may cross-
examine and defend my department. I called
this morning, but to my astonishment was re-
fused admittance.

I have the honour, sir, to remain your
obedient servant,

(Signed) H. WAINSCOT,
Senior Official Receiver.

To that I replied in writing, informing
Mr. Wainscot that the Standing Orders
forbade such a proceeding, and suggesting
that application be made to either the
President of the Legislative Council or to
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.
In reply to that, on the same date, I re-
ceived this letter:-
Office of Official Receiver, Supreme Court,

Perth, W.A., 26th September, 1898.
The Cbhiman of Select Committee to Senior

Official Receiver's Department.
Sir,-Witr all due respect to the Standing

Orders, I have the honour to submit that, only
out of fairness to myself, I should have an op-
portunity of doing w~hat I desire, namely, that
everything be threshed out to its utmost, and
that cannot be done am parte. I should feel
obliged by your supplying me daily with a
copy of the evidence taken, and I also beg to
ootify that I intend to call witnesses Will
you kindly inform me whether they are to be
subpoenaed through the Committee-

I have the honour, sir, to remain your
obedient servant,

(Signed) H. WAINSCOT,
Senior Official Receiver.

P8S.-Will you please let me have a copy of
the Standing Orders?
With reference to this application to be
supplied daily with copies of the evidence
taken, Standing Order 326 is in these
terms : -

The evidence taken by any Select Committee
and documents presonted to such Committee,
wvhich have not been reported to the Council,
shall not be disclosed or published by any


